
Ancient World Phonetics: Human Body and Health Facts
Phonetics  ·  Answer Key  ·  10 Questions

1. Ancient Greek physicians like Hippocrates recognized the connection between
vocalizations and bodily humors. Which of the following was NOT traditionally
associated with a specific vocal quality in the humoral theory?

A) Phlegm (phlegmatic)

B) Blood (sanguine)

C) Yellow Bile (choleric)

D) Saliva (ptyalism)

2. In ancient Egypt, the articulation of certain sounds was believed to have
therapeutic properties. The sound 's' was often associated with soothing effects. What
part of the vocal tract is primarily responsible for producing the /s/ sound?

A) The glottis

B) The epiglottis

C) The tongue and alveolar ridge
D) The uvula

3. Roman medical texts sometimes discussed the effects of pronunciation on breathing.
Which of these sounds requires the most sustained exhalation and is thus potentially
more taxing on the respiratory system?

A) A plosive like /p/

B) A nasal like /m/

C) A fricative like /f/
D) A vowel like /a/

4. Ancient Indian Ayurvedic medicine linked specific sounds to bodily energies
(doshas). The pronunciation of nasal consonants ('nasals') was often considered to
stimulate the nasal passages and sinuses. Which anatomical structure is primarily
involved in nasal sound production?

A) The diaphragm

B) The soft palate (velum)
C) The vocal folds

D) The hard palate
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5. Early discussions on speech impediments in ancient Greece, as recorded by
philosophers like Plato, sometimes touched upon physiological causes. Difficulty in
producing certain labial sounds (like 'b' or 'p') could be related to issues with
which part of the facial anatomy?

A) The chin

B) The teeth

C) The lips
D) The jaw

6. The ancient Mesopotamians, in their cuneiform scripts, sometimes used phonetic
signs that were associated with different bodily actions. The production of certain
guttural sounds, like those found in some Semitic languages, involves the back of the
throat. Which anatomical term refers to the flap of cartilage at the base of the
tongue that prevents food from entering the windpipe?

A) Pharynx

B) Larynx

C) Epiglottis
D) Glottis

7. In ancient Rome, rhetorical training included exercises that aimed to improve vocal
clarity and breath control, vital for public speaking and health. The production of
high-pitched sounds is largely controlled by the tension of which anatomical
structures?

A) The diaphragm

B) The lungs

C) The vocal folds (vocal cords)
D) The trachea

8. Certain ancient cultures believed that specific vowel sounds could resonate with
different internal organs. The 'o' sound, often a deeper, more resonant vowel, was
sometimes linked to the chest cavity. Which structure within the chest cavity is
primarily responsible for breathing?

A) The stomach

B) The liver

C) The lungs
D) The heart

Quixly  |  This material was auto-generated. Quixly is not liable for errors or omissions. Visit quixlylearn.com to report corrections.



9. Ancient Greek physicians understood that problems with the teeth could affect
pronunciation. Which type of consonant sound is heavily reliant on the precise
positioning of the teeth and tongue?

A) A nasal sound

B) A lateral sound

C) An interdental fricative
D) A glottal stop

10. In the context of ancient health practices, understanding the mechanics of
swallowing (deglutition) was important, as it involves coordination between the mouth,
pharynx, and larynx. Which of the following is NOT a primary articulator involved in
forming sounds in the mouth?

A) The tongue

B) The teeth

C) The palate

D) The esophagus
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