
European Architectural History: Middle School Challenge
Architectural History  ·  Answer Key  ·  15 Questions

1. Which ancient Roman architectural innovation, crucial for large-scale construction
and vaulting, was rediscovered and widely employed during the Renaissance?

A) The flying buttress

B) The pointed arch

C) Concrete and the arch
D) The dome

2. The Pantheon in Rome, originally a temple and later a church, is most renowned for
its massive, unreinforced concrete dome. What is the primary structural feature
supporting this dome?

A) A series of radiating arches

B) The oculus, an opening at the apex
C) External buttresses built into the walls

D) A wooden framework that was later removed

3. Gothic cathedrals are characterized by their soaring heights and extensive use of
stained glass. Which architectural element allowed for thinner walls and larger window
openings by counteracting the outward thrust of the vaults?

A) Corbelling

B) Flying buttresses
C) Barrel vaults

D) Piers

4. Which Renaissance architect is credited with the rediscovery and application of
classical Roman architectural principles, as exemplified by his treatise 'De re
aedificatoria'?

A) Filippo Brunelleschi

B) Leon Battista Alberti
C) Andrea Palladio

D) Michelangelo

5. The Palace of Versailles, a prime example of French Baroque architecture, is noted
for its opulence and grandeur. Which monarch commissioned its extensive expansion and
redesign?

A) Louis XIII

B) Louis XIV
C) Louis XV

D) Louis XVI
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6. The Hagia Sophia in Istanbul, originally a Byzantine cathedral, later served as a
mosque and is now a museum. Its most striking architectural feature is its immense:

A) Apse

B) Narthex

C) Pendentive dome
D) Transept

7. Which architectural style, prevalent in the 12th century in Europe, is
characterized by round arches, thick walls, and small windows, often found in
Romanesque churches and castles?

A) Gothic

B) Baroque

C) Romanesque
D) Neoclassical

8. The Doge's Palace in Venice showcases a unique blend of architectural influences.
Which dominant style is most evident in its intricate facades and Gothic tracery?

A) Byzantine

B) Gothic
C) Renaissance

D) Baroque

9. What was the primary function of the Agora in ancient Greek city-states,
influencing the layout of many public buildings and spaces?

A) Religious worship

B) Private residences

C) A marketplace and public assembly area
D) Military defense

10. The Hall of Mirrors at the Palace of Versailles is a celebrated example of French
Baroque design. What architectural technique is used extensively within this hall to
enhance its sense of space and light?

A) Hidden staircases

B) Vaulted ceilings

C) Mirrors and gilded decoration
D) Frescoes
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11. Which Italian city is particularly famous for its Renaissance architecture,
featuring masterpieces by architects like Brunelleschi and Palladio?

A) Rome

B) Venice

C) Florence
D) Milan

12. The term 'Bauhaus' refers to a highly influential German art school and movement
that significantly impacted modernist architecture. What was one of its core
principles?

A) Emphasis on ornate decoration

B) Integration of art, craft, and technology
C) Revival of classical styles

D) Use of traditional building materials only

13. Which ancient Roman structure, characterized by its massive scale and often
containing tiered seating, was primarily used for public spectacles like gladiatorial
contests?

A) Thermae (public baths)

B) Basilica

C) Amphitheatre
D) Triumphal arch

14. The Art Nouveau movement, popular in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, drew
inspiration from natural forms. Which architect is famously associated with this
style, particularly in Belgium and France?

A) Le Corbusier

B) Frank Lloyd Wright

C) Victor Horta
D) Antoni Gaudí

15. The 'Golden Age' of Dutch architecture, particularly in the 17th century, saw the
construction of many wealthy merchant houses. Which architectural order was often
simplified or subtly adapted in Dutch Golden Age architecture, moving away from strict
classical rules?

A) Doric

B) Ionic

C) Corinthian

D) None, classical orders were strictly adhered to
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