
Advanced Asian Numismatics
Numismatics  ·  Answer Key  ·  19 Questions

1. Which ancient Indian dynasty is credited with the introduction of standardized
coinage based on weight units like 'Ratti' and the 'Punch-Marked Coin' system?

A) Gupta Empire

B) Mauryan Empire
C) Kushan Empire

D) Satavahana Dynasty

2. What was the primary metal used in the production of the 'Kai-Yuan Tong-Bao' coins,
a ubiquitous currency in Tang Dynasty China?

A) Bronze
B) Silver

C) Iron

D) Lead

3. The discovery of Sogdian merchant coins in Central Asia, particularly along the
Silk Road, provides crucial evidence for what numismatic aspect?

A) The standardization of minting techniques across diverse cultures

B) The extent of their trade networks and financial influence
C) The early development of paper currency

D) The adoption of Islamic coinage standards

4. What scientific technique is most commonly employed to determine the elemental
composition and authenticity of ancient Korean 'Goryeo' bronze coins, often revealing
alloys and manufacturing methods?

A) X-ray Fluorescence (XRF) Spectroscopy
B) Radiocarbon Dating

C) Mass Spectrometry

D) Infrared Spectroscopy

5. The transition from 'cash' coins to the silver 'tael' as a primary unit of account
in late Imperial China was driven by what economic phenomenon?

A) The influx of Spanish silver dollars from the Americas
B) The establishment of a centralized banking system

C) The widespread adoption of paper money

D) The decline of agricultural output
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6. Which Japanese feudal domain's 'Mon' system, characterized by various shapes and
denominations, is a prime example of decentralized monetary issuance before the Meiji
Restoration?

A) Choshu

B) Satsuma
C) Edo

D) Kaga

7. The metallurgy of early Indian coinage, particularly the punch-marked coins, often
reveals the presence of specific trace elements. What does the presence of arsenic and
tin predominantly suggest about the smelting process?

A) Intentional alloying for durability and color
B) Natural impurities from unrefined ores

C) Contamination from bronze tools used in minting

D) Standardized recycling of scrap metal

8. What does the iconography and inscriptions on coins of the Kushan Empire, such as
those of Kanishka, primarily demonstrate about their reign?

A) Their adherence to strict Buddhist dogma

B) Their syncretic religious beliefs and extensive trade connections
C) Their military campaigns against the Roman Empire

D) Their sophisticated astronomical knowledge

9. The study of overstrikes on Chinese 'Ban-Liang' coins provides numismatic evidence
for what significant historical event or trend?

A) A period of intense counterfeiting

B) The transition between ruling dynasties and the reuse of existing coinage blanks
C) The widespread adoption of a new currency standard

D) The impact of foreign invasions on monetary policy

10. What theoretical numismatic principle explains the 'Gresham's Law' phenomenon
observed in regions with multiple competing currencies, such as during periods of flux
in Southeast Asia?

A) The tendency for debased currency to drive out good currency
B) The inverse relationship between the value of money and its purchasing power

C) The impact of inflation on the metal content of coins

D) The preference for commodity money over fiat money
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11. Analysis of the lead-silver ratios in early Chinese 'Silver Ingots' (Yuanbao) has
been used by numismatists to infer what about regional trade and minting practices?

A) The prevalence of local rather than imperial assaying standards
B) The primary sources of silver ore extraction

C) The impact of specific trade routes on metal purity

D) The development of advanced metallurgical purification techniques

12. The numismatic evidence from the Silk Road city of Palmyra, in the form of Roman
and Sasanian coins, primarily supports what interpretation of its economic role?

A) It was a center for the production of imitation coinage

B) It was a crucial nexus for East-West trade and cultural exchange
C) It was primarily an agricultural trading post

D) It was a military stronghold with limited economic activity

13. What does the presence of 'countermarks' on coins circulating in historical
Vietnam, particularly during periods of political fragmentation, most strongly
indicate?

A) Imperial decrees for revaluation

B) Private endorsement of authenticity and weight
C) Attempts at counterfeiting by regional authorities

D) Evidence of foreign military occupation

14. The study of the 'weight standards' of ancient Mesopotamian coinage, such as the
shekel, is fundamental to understanding what aspect of their economic system?

A) Their sophisticated understanding of arithmetic and geometry

B) The development of abstract units of value independent of commodity prices
C) Their reliance on bartering for most transactions

D) The early adoption of decimal systems of counting

15. Which significant numismatic development occurred in the Song Dynasty of China,
revolutionizing trade and commerce across vast distances?

A) The standardization of iron coinage

B) The widespread issuance of early forms of paper money (Jiaozi)
C) The adoption of a bimetallic standard

D) The creation of a unified national mint
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16. The scientific analysis of patina and corrosion on ancient Chinese bronze coins
can reveal crucial information about their burial environment and the geological
conditions of their provenance, aiding in what type of numismatic research?

A) Dating and attribution

B) Authenticity verification

C) Metallurgical process reconstruction

D) All of the above

17. The unique coinage of the Kingdom of Lydian, often cited as among the earliest
true coins, employed what distinctive feature in its manufacturing process that
differed significantly from earlier forms of exchange?

A) Engraving of intricate designs on both sides

B) Use of electrum, a natural alloy of gold and silver
C) Standardized weights produced by casting

D) The introduction of a legal tender system by royal decree

18. What does the diversity of mint marks and styles found on Ottoman Empire coinage
circulating in its Asian territories suggest about the administrative and economic
policies of the empire?

A) A highly centralized and uniform minting operation

B) The significant autonomy granted to provincial mints
C) A deliberate policy to restrict trade with non-Ottoman entities

D) The limited impact of Islamic calligraphy on coinage design

19. The 'milled coinage' revolution, characterized by standardized edge designs and
more precise striking, was gradually adopted in some parts of Asia. Which of these
regions was among the later adopters, primarily during the colonial era?

A) China

B) Japan

C) India

D) Korea
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