
Unsung Architects of Middle Eastern Constitutionalism
Constitutional Law  ·  Answer Key  ·  10 Questions

1. Which Lebanese lawyer and intellectual, often overlooked, played a crucial role in
drafting early constitutional proposals advocating for secular governance and
individual liberties during the French Mandate period?

A) Charles Helou

B) Michel Chiha
C) Camille Chamoun

D) Fouad Chehab

2. During the tumultuous post-Ottoman era, which Egyptian jurist and parliamentarian
advocated for a constitutional monarchy and civil rights, facing significant political
opposition for his reformist ideas?

A) Ahmed Shawqi

B) Taha Hussein

C) Mohamed Hussein Heikal

D) Abd al-Aziz Fahmi

3. The drafting of Jordan's first constitution in 1952 was influenced by a range of
legal minds. Which Jordanian legal scholar, though not always publicly recognized, is
credited with significantly shaping its provisions on human rights?

A) King Abdullah I

B) Suleiman Mousa

C) Aref Al-Aref

D) Hashemite legal advisors with limited public profiles

4. In the context of early Iranian constitutionalism, which prominent cleric, often
overshadowed by political leaders, was a vocal advocate for a written constitution and
the rule of law against absolute monarchical power?

A) Ayatollah Kashani

B) Ayatollah Borujerdi

C) Sheikh Fazlollah Nouri

D) Ayatollah Behbahani
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5. Which Syrian jurist and diplomat, instrumental in post-independence legal reforms,
is an often-unsung architect of the Syrian constitution, emphasizing parliamentary
sovereignty and checks and balances?

A) Shukri al-Quwatli

B) Salah al-Din al-Bitar

C) Faris al-Khoury
D) Nureddin al-Atassi

6. The concept of 'Arab Socialism' in constitutional frameworks of several Middle
Eastern nations during the mid-20th century was often debated by legal thinkers. Which
Iraqi legal theorist, whose writings influenced nationalization and state-led economic
policies within constitutional bounds, remains relatively unknown?

A) Abd al-Karim Qasim

B) Fuad Rifai

C) Fouad Rouban
D) General Abdul Rahman Arif

7. Which Yemeni scholar and statesman, a key figure in the lead-up to the 1962
revolution, contributed significantly to the drafting of Yemen's first republican
constitution, advocating for popular sovereignty?

A) Abdullah al-Sallal

B) Ahmed al-Shami

C) Mohamed Mahmoud Al-Zubairy
D) Abdul Rahman Al-Eryani

8. During the formation of the United Arab Emirates, which legal scholar, advising the
ruling families, provided crucial input on the constitutional structure for federal
governance, a role often obscured by political negotiations?

A) Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan

B) Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al Maktoum

C) John M. R. Wilson

D) A council of unnamed legal advisors

9. The evolution of constitutionalism in the Gulf monarchies often involved internal
debates. Which Saudi legal scholar and jurist, a contemporary of King Faisal,
advocated for a consultative system that would inform royal decrees and laid
groundwork for a more structured governance model?

A) Sheikh Abdulaziz bin Baz

B) Abdullah bin Muhammad bin Hamid Al Sheikh

C) Sheikh Saleh bin Abdulaziz Al Al-Sheikh

D) Ibrahim Al-Ansari
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10. In the complex history of the Palestinian National Council, which legal advisor,
operating behind the scenes, was instrumental in shaping the legal framework and
declarations that formed the basis of the State of Palestine's constitutional
aspirations?

A) Yasser Arafat

B) Mahmoud Abbas

C) Edward Said

D) Khalid al-Hassan
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