Ancient Echoes: Cosmology and the Natural World

Cosmology - Practice Test - 15 Questions

1. In ancient Mesopotamian cosmology, what celestial body was often associated with
the goddess Ishtar, representing fertility and the dawn, and was sometimes seen as a
divine shepherd overseeing the stars?

A) The Sun
B) The Moon
C) Venus

D) Mars

2. Many ancient cultures viewed the world as a vast ocean. In Egyptian cosmology, what
primordial, watery abyss was the source of all creation, from which the sun god Ra
emerged?

A) Apsu

B) Tiamat

C) Nun

D) Oceanus

3. The Maya civilization's cosmology was deeply intertwined with astronomical cycles.
What large jungle cat was often associated with the underworld and darkness,
reflecting its nocturnal habits?

A) Jaguar

B) Ocelot

C) Puma

D) Ocelot

4. In ancient Greek mythology, the Titans represented primordial forces. Which Titan
was associated with the sky and the heavens, and was the father of many of the
Olympian gods and goddesses, often depicted as a great, overarching entity like the
firmament?

A) Cronus

B) Oceanus

C) Uranus

D) Prometheus
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5. The Indigenous Australian creation stories often feature the 'Dreaming' or
'‘Dreamtime’. What celestial serpent, a powerful creator being, is often depicted in
rock art and is linked to waterholes and rain, crucial elements for life?

A) Rainbow Serpent

B) Sun Serpent

C) Earth Serpent

D) Star Serpent

6. Ancient Norse cosmology described the cosmos as a great ash tree, Yggdrasil. What
three Norns (fates) resided at its roots, weaving the destinies of gods and humans,
often associated with the cyclical nature of life and death?

A) Gefjon, Fulla, Sjofn

B) Urd, Verdandi, Skuld

C) Freya, Frigg, Idunn

D) Sif, Nanna, Gerd

7. In ancient Chinese cosmology, the concept of Yin and Yang represented complementary
forces. What element, often associated with the earth, mountains, and stability, was
considered a primary element in their understanding of the cosmos?

A) Wood

B) Fire

C) Water

D) Earth

8. The Vedic cosmology of ancient India describes various realms or lokas. What
celestial river, said to flow through the heavens, was often associated with
purification and the path of the gods?

A) Ganga

B) Yamuna

C) Saraswati

D) Alakananda

9. Pre-Columbian Aztec cosmology often involved a cyclical understanding of time and
creation. What creature, a feathered serpent, was a prominent deity associated with
wind, wisdom, and the morning star?

A) Xolotl

B) Quetzalcoat!

C) Tezcatlipoca

D) Huitzilopochtli
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10. Ancient Roman cosmology, influenced by Greek thought, often personified natural
phenomena. What goddess represented the dawn and was sometimes seen as a harbinger of
the sun's daily journey across the sky?

A) Luna
B) Aurora
C) Vesta
D) Ceres

11. In ancient Babylonian astronomy, the movements of animals in the night sky,
constellations, were crucial for their understanding of the cosmos and prediction.
Which constellation, often depicted as a bull, was a significant part of their zodiac
and agricultural calendar?

A) Orion

B) Taurus

C) Leo

D) Scorpio

12. The cosmology of the Incas was deeply connected to the Andes mountains and their
environment. What sacred animal, a member of the camelid family, was often sacrificed
and associated with deities and the earthly realm?

A) Llama

B) Alpaca
C) Vicuia
D) Guanaco

13. Ancient Polynesian navigators used celestial patterns and natural signs to
traverse vast oceans. What large sea creature's migration patterns and behavior were
often observed and incorporated into their cosmological understanding of the ocean's
cycles?

A) Whale

B) Dolphin

C) Shark

D) Turtle

14. In ancient Greek philosophy, the concept of the 'Prime Mover' was a precursor to
later cosmological ideas. Aristotle proposed that this ultimate cause set the universe
in motion, comparable to how natural forces like wind or flowing water initiate
movement.

A) The Earth

B) The Sun

C) A Divine Intellect
D) The Ocean
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15. The Indigenous peoples of the Pacific Northwest had rich oral traditions about the
creation of the world. What powerful, transformative bird was often central to their
myths, representing the sun and its life-giving properties?

A) Eagle

B) Raven

C) Owl

D) Hawk
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