Cosmic Branding and Astronomical Nomenclature

Astronomy - Practice Test - 18 Questions

1. Which organization holds the sole authority to officially 'brand' or designate
names for celestial bodies and their surface features?

A) NASA

B) European Space Agency

C) International Astronomical Union

D) United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs

2. In astronomical branding, what is the specific term used for the official naming of
a planet's surface features, such as craters or mountains?

A) Planetary nomenclature
B) Celestial branding

C) Orbital mapping

D) Cosmic taxonomy

3. Which astronomical body is governed by the IAU rule that all craters must be named
after deceased scientists who have contributed to the study of the Moon?

A) Mars

B) Venus

C) The Moon

D) Mercury

4. According to IAU branding conventions for Venus, what is the naming convention for
almost all surface features, with the exception of three specific sites?

A) Names of famous explorers

B) Names of female figures from mythology and history

C) Names of major constellations

D) Names of astronomical observatories

5. What is the branding designation for a celestial object that has been cleared by
the IAU as a 'dwarf planet’, distinguishing it from a major planet?

A) Minor planet classification

B) Trans-Neptunian object status

C) Plutoid

D) Asteroid belt occupant
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6. In the context of branding planetary satellites, which of the following is the
standard convention for naming moons of Uranus?

A) Figures from Greek mythology

B) Characters from the works of William Shakespeare or Alexander Pope
C) Famous astronomers of the 18th century

D) Major river systems on Earth

7. What is the official brand name of the space telescope launched in 2021, a
successor to Hubble, named after a former NASA administrator?

A) James Webb Space Telescope
B) Carl Sagan Observatory

C) Arthur C. Clarke Array

D) Copernicus Explorer

8. Under IAU branding guidelines, how are individual asteroids typically named once
their orbits are precisely determined?

A) By the name of the mission that discovered them

B) By the discoverer, who is permitted to suggest a name subject to committee approval
C) By chronological alphanumeric code only

D) By the name of the constellation in which they were first spotted

9. The branding of 'Exoplanets’ follows specific IAU nomenclature rules. What is the
standard suffix added to a star's name to designate its first discovered orbiting
planet?

A) -1a

B) -b

C) -alpha

D) -prime

10. Which planet's surface features are branded by the IAU using the names of heroes
and heroines from Greek and Roman mythology, specifically focusing on the god of war?
A) Jupiter
B) Mars
C) Saturn
D) Neptune

11. What 'branding’ status is assigned to an object like Ceres, which is located in
the asteroid belt but meets the hydrostatic equilibrium requirement?

A) Large Asteroid

B) Dwarf Planet

C) Protoplanet

D) Gas Giant
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12. What specific branding term is used by astronomers to describe the 'Goldilocks
zone' around a star where liquid water could exist?

A) Habitable zone

B) Thermal equilibrium region
C) Biosphere shell

D) Astro-temperate belt

13. When naming features on Jupiter's moon lo, the IAU requires that names must be
associated with what theme?

A) Explorers of the Pacific

B) Fire, volcanoes, or deities of the underworld
C) Characters from Norse mythology

D) Geological periods of Earth

14. Which international treaty, often considered the 'brand' of space law, prohibits
any nation from claiming sovereignty over celestial bodies?

A) The Artemis Accords

B) The Outer Space Treaty of 1967

C) The Moon Agreement

D) The International Telecommunication Union Convention

15. What type of celestial branding is assigned to the 'Messier objects', such as M31
(The Andromeda Galaxy)?

A) Catalog designation for diffuse sky objects
B) Discovery dates of nebulae

C) Orbital velocity indices

D) Distance from the Earth in light-years

16. The branding of craters on Mercury follows a specific theme. Which of the
following is the official requirement for these names?

A) Deceased artists, musicians, and writers

B) Roman emperors

C) Famous battles in human history
D) Mountain ranges of the Andes

17. Which organization, distinct from the IAU, holds the branding authority for
assigning 'Minor Planet' desighations and permanent numbers to asteroids?
A) Minor Planet Center
B) The Royal Astronomical Society
C) The Planetary Society
D) Deep Space Network
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18. What is the branding term for the theoretical boundary surrounding a black hole
beyond which nothing can escape?

A) Schwarzschild radius
B) Event horizon

C) Singularity threshold
D) Escape velocity limit
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