
Addiction Policy and Power in East Asia
Addiction Science  ·  Answer Key  ·  15 Questions

1. In the context of drug policy in East Asia, how has the historical emphasis on
severe punishment (e.g., capital punishment for drug trafficking) been justified by
some governments?

A) To promote individual freedom and choice in substance use.

B) As a deterrent against widespread addiction and social disorder, often framed in national
security terms.
C) To align with international pharmaceutical regulations.

D) To encourage scientific research into addiction treatment.

2. Which East Asian nation has historically implemented a 'war on drugs' policy
characterized by strict enforcement and lengthy prison sentences, influencing regional
approaches?

A) Japan

B) South Korea

C) Singapore
D) Taiwan

3. The political decision-making process regarding substance abuse treatment in many
East Asian countries often reflects a strong Confucian influence. How might this
manifest?

A) Prioritizing individual autonomy and self-determination in treatment choices.

B) Emphasizing family honor and societal harmony, sometimes leading to stigmatization of
addiction.
C) Focusing on community-based, informal support networks with minimal government

intervention.

D) Encouraging open public discourse and destigmatization campaigns.

4. When considering government funding for addiction research in East Asia, what is a
common political consideration that can influence allocation?

A) The potential for immediate economic returns from research breakthroughs.

B) The perceived threat of addiction to national productivity and social stability.
C) The influence of international pharmaceutical lobbying groups.

D) The popularity of specific addiction treatment modalities among the general public.
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5. In countries like China, the government's approach to addiction control has
historically involved state-led rehabilitation centers. What political goal does this
strategy primarily serve?

A) To foster private sector innovation in addiction treatment.

B) To assert state authority and maintain social order, often through compulsory treatment.
C) To decentralize control and empower local communities.

D) To reduce the burden on the public healthcare system.

6. The 'New Drug Control Policy' in Taiwan, implemented in recent decades, represents
a shift. What does this shift generally indicate about political decision-making in
addiction management?

A) A move towards complete decriminalization of all illicit substances.

B) A greater emphasis on public health and harm reduction strategies alongside enforcement.
C) A reduction in government spending on addiction services.

D) A complete handover of addiction treatment to private entities.

7. International drug control conventions often influence national policies. How do
East Asian governments typically balance these international pressures with their
domestic political priorities regarding addiction?

A) They often prioritize domestic economic growth over treaty obligations.

B) They may selectively adopt or adapt international recommendations to fit their political
and social frameworks.
C) They usually reject all international recommendations to maintain sovereignty.

D) They consistently adhere to all international directives without modification.

8. The opioid crisis, while not originating in East Asia, has had repercussions. How
might political leaders in the region frame the issue to their populations?

A) As a personal health issue with no broader societal implications.

B) As a foreign threat to national security and stability, or a consequence of external
influences.
C) As a crisis primarily driven by inadequate healthcare access.

D) As an opportunity to increase trade in pain management medications.

9. In Japan, the Narcotics and Psychotropics Control Law reflects a strong public
health and social order rationale. How has this translated into political
decision-making regarding penalties?

A) A focus on rehabilitation and non-punitive measures for all offenses.

B) Historically, a tendency towards strict penalties and a strong stance against drug use,
influenced by public perception.
C) A policy of open access to all controlled substances for research purposes.

D) A system that prioritizes international trade over domestic control.
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10. What role has the media, often influenced by state narratives or political
agendas, played in shaping public opinion on addiction in some East Asian countries?

A) Consistently promoting nuanced and destigmatizing portrayals of addiction.

B) Often amplifying punitive narratives and contributing to the stigmatization of
individuals with substance use disorders.
C) Focusing solely on the economic impacts of addiction.

D) Providing unbiased scientific information without political influence.

11. The establishment of national drug control agencies in East Asian countries is a
political act. What is a primary objective these agencies typically pursue?

A) To advocate for the legalization of all recreational drugs.

B) To coordinate enforcement, prevention, and treatment efforts under government authority.
C) To facilitate the international black market for illicit substances.

D) To promote individual liberty in substance use choices.

12. How might the demographic shifts in East Asia (e.g., aging populations) influence
political decision-making regarding addiction policy?

A) It might lead to a decreased focus on addiction as younger demographics are prioritized.

B) It could increase demand for addiction treatment services for older adults, particularly
for prescription drug misuse.
C) It would likely result in a complete cessation of government funding for addiction

research.

D) It would have no discernible impact on addiction policy.

13. In South Korea, the approach to addiction, particularly to substances like
methamphetamine, has historically been characterized by a strong emphasis on law
enforcement. What political implication does this have for treatment access?

A) It generally leads to more accessible and less stigmatized treatment options.

B) It can create barriers to treatment due to the prevailing punitive mindset and fear of
legal repercussions.
C) It prioritizes state-funded research over direct patient care.

D) It encourages private sector investment in addiction services.

14. The development of national addiction strategies in East Asian countries is often
a complex political process involving various ministries. Which ministry is typically
most involved in shaping the public health aspects of addiction policy?

A) Ministry of Defense

B) Ministry of Health
C) Ministry of Culture

D) Ministry of Transportation
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15. When considering the political power of pharmaceutical companies in East Asia
regarding addiction treatment, what is a potential area of influence?

A) Lobbying for stricter regulations on generic drug production.

B) Advocating for increased government investment in research and development of new
addiction medications.
C) Pushing for the decriminalization of illicit drug production.

D) Promoting the widespread use of herbal remedies for addiction.
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