Linguistic Constructs in Astronomy

Linguistics - Answer Key - 18 Questions

1. The term 'Planet’ is derived from the Ancient Greek word 'planetes’, which
literally translates to:

A) Distant light

B) Wandering star
C) Celestial orb

D) God of the sky

2. Which astronomical term is derived from the Arabic word 'az-zaman', meaning 'the
time' or 'the path'?

A) Zenith

B) Azimuth

C) Nadir

D) Albedo

3. The word 'Galaxy' originates from the Greek 'galaxias’, which is fundamentally
related to the word for:

A) Milk

B) Circle

C) Spiral

D) Giant

4. 'Nebula' is a direct borrowing from the Latin language, where it specifically
means:

A) Mist or cloud
B) Cold fire

C) Silent space
D) Burning gas

5. The linguistic origin of the word 'Asteroid’' comes from the Greek 'asteroeides’,
meaning:

A) Star-like

B) Rock-formed

C) Bright stone

D) Sun's child
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6. The word 'Solstice' is derived from the Latin 'sol' (sun) and which word meaning
'to stand still'?

A) Stare
B) Sistere
C) Sistere
D) Statio

7. The astronomical term 'Zenith' traces its linguistic roots to the Medieval Latin
‘cenit', which was an adaptation of the Arabic phrase:

A) Samt ar-ra's

B) Al-gibla

C) Al-biruni

D) Mintagat al-buruj

8. 'Eclipse' is derived from the Greek 'ekleipsis', which linguistically implies:

A) To darken

B) A falling out or abandonment
C) A hidden shadow

D) The moon's turn

9. The term 'Cosmos' comes from a Greek word that originally denoted:

A) Order or arrangement
B) Infinite depth

C) Outer boundary

D) Divine creation

10. Which of these planet names is derived from a Roman deity representing the god of
the sea?

A) Neptune
B) Saturn
C) Jupiter
D) Mars

11. The word 'Meteor' is derived from the Greek 'meteoros’, which literally means:
A) High in the air
B) Falling fire
C) Space dust
D) Burning rock
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12.'Syzygy', an astronomical term for the alignment of celestial bodies, finds its
etymological roots in the Greek word for:

A) Yoking together
B) Perfect line
C) Equal force
D) Gravity pull

13. The name 'Uranus' is unique among planets because its etymological origin is:

A) Greek
B) Latin

C) Sanskrit
D) Arabic

14.'Gravity' is derived from the Latin word 'gravitas’, which linguistically
translates to:

A) Weight or heaviness
B) Pulling force
C) Center point
D) Falling down

15. The term 'Orbit' comes from the Latin 'orbita’, which originally referred to:

A) A circular track or rut
B) The path of a god

C) A sphere of influence
D) The celestial dome

16. 'Equinox’ is a portmanteau of the Latin 'aequus’ and 'nox', which translate to:
A) Equal night
B) Even sun
C) Bright moon
D) Same time

17. The term 'Quasar’ is a linguistic contraction of the phrase:

A) Quasi-stellar radio source
B) Quantum solar array

C) Quick star radial

D) Quality star area
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18. 'Aurora’ is the Latin word for dawn, but in linguistic contexts of space, it
refers to:

A) The Roman goddess of dawn
B) The color of the sun

C) The edge of the atmosphere
D) The cooling of plasma
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