
Middle School Oceanography Quiz
Oceanography  ·  Practice Test  ·  18 Questions

1. Which ocean layer receives enough sunlight for photosynthesis to occur?

A) Bathypelagic zone

B) Epipelagic zone

C) Abyssopelagic zone

D) Hadalpelagic zone

2. What is the most abundant salt found in ocean water?

A) Magnesium sulfate

B) Calcium carbonate

C) Sodium chloride

D) Potassium chloride

3. Which feature is a deep, V-shaped depression in the ocean floor caused by
subduction?

A) Ocean trench

B) Mid-ocean ridge

C) Abyssal plain

D) Continental shelf

4. What creates the primary cause of surface ocean currents?

A) Earthquakes

B) Global wind patterns

C) Underwater volcanoes

D) Tidal forces

5. Which ocean zone is characterized by complete darkness and extreme pressure?

A) Mesopelagic

B) Epipelagic

C) Benthic

D) Abyssopelagic

6. The process of upwelling brings which of the following to the ocean surface?

A) Cold, nutrient-rich water

B) Warm, oxygen-depleted water

C) Sediment from the coast

D) Plastic pollutants
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7. What is the name of the underwater mountain range that runs through the center of
the Atlantic Ocean?

A) Andes Mountains

B) Mid-Atlantic Ridge

C) Himalayan Range

D) Mariana Trench

8. What force is primarily responsible for the ocean's daily tides?

A) The Earth's magnetic field

B) The gravitational pull of the Moon

C) The rotation of the Earth's core

D) Ocean salinity variations

9. What is the average salinity of the world's oceans in parts per thousand (ppt)?

A) 5 ppt

B) 35 ppt

C) 55 ppt

D) 75 ppt

10. Which instrument is commonly used to map the depth of the ocean floor using sound
waves?

A) Sonar

B) Spectrometer

C) Thermometer

D) Anemometer

11. What is the broad, flat area of the ocean floor that lies between the continental
rise and the mid-ocean ridge?

A) Guyot

B) Seamount

C) Abyssal plain

D) Continental slope

12. What term describes the boundary layer where ocean temperature changes rapidly
with depth?

A) Halocline

B) Thermocline

C) Pycnocline

D) Isocline
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13. Which ocean contains the deepest point on Earth, the Challenger Deep?

A) Indian Ocean

B) Atlantic Ocean

C) Pacific Ocean

D) Arctic Ocean

14. What type of organism lives on or in the seafloor, such as crabs or clams?

A) Plankton

B) Nekton

C) Benthos

D) Neuston

15. What is the primary gas dissolved in seawater that is vital for marine life
respiration?

A) Nitrogen

B) Carbon dioxide

C) Oxygen

D) Methane

16. Which of these is a volcanic landform that rises from the ocean floor but does not
reach the surface?

A) Seamount

B) Atoll

C) Barrier reef

D) Fjord

17. What is the name for the gently sloping submerged portion of a continent?

A) Continental rise

B) Continental shelf

C) Continental slope

D) Continental trench

18. What is the primary factor that influences the density of seawater?

A) Water depth and light

B) Temperature and salinity

C) Wind speed and direction

D) Coastal currents
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