
Human Anatomy and Health in Art History
Art History  ·  Practice Test  ·  25 Questions

1. Which Renaissance artist performed illegal human dissections to improve the
accuracy of his anatomical drawings?

A) Leonardo da Vinci

B) Claude Monet

C) Vincent van Gogh

D) Salvador Dalí

2. The 'Vitruvian Man' drawing by Leonardo da Vinci explores the proportions of the
human body in relation to what shape?

A) A pyramid

B) A cube

C) A circle and square

D) An ellipse

3. In ancient Egyptian art, what was the primary medical condition often indicated by
a shrunken limb or foot in depictions of priests?

A) Poliomyelitis

B) Arthritis

C) Diabetes

D) Scoliosis

4. During the 19th century, Edgar Degas frequently depicted dancers in his paintings;
which physical ailment was commonly observed in the feet of ballet dancers of that era
due to footwear?

A) Bunions

B) Gout

C) Rickets

D) Scurvy

5. Which famous artist suffered from Meniere's disease, a disorder of the inner ear
that causes vertigo and hearing loss?

A) Pablo Picasso

B) Vincent van Gogh

C) Henri Matisse

D) Claude Monet
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6. The painting 'The Gross Clinic' by Thomas Eakins famously depicts a surgical
procedure involving what medical specialty?

A) Dentistry

B) Obstetrics

C) General surgery

D) Ophthalmology

7. In 17th-century Dutch paintings, 'Vanitas' still lifes often included a human skull
to symbolize what health-related concept?

A) The inevitability of death

B) The importance of sleep

C) The need for dental hygiene

D) The cure for malaria

8. What condition, characterized by an enlarged thyroid gland, is frequently depicted
in Renaissance portraiture and often identified as a 'goiter'?

A) Hyperthyroidism

B) Anemia

C) Hypoglycemia

D) Scurvy

9. Which medical theory, dating back to Ancient Greece and influencing centuries of
art, suggested that health depended on the balance of four bodily fluids?

A) The Theory of Humors

B) The Germ Theory

C) The Circulatory Theory

D) The Neural Theory

10. Andreas Vesalius, whose anatomical atlases changed medical history, collaborated
with artists from the school of which famous painter?

A) Titian

B) Rembrandt

C) Caravaggio

D) Botticelli

11. In the 18th century, which artist created a series of engravings illustrating the
anatomical stages of the human body to assist medical students?

A) William Hunter

B) Francisco Goya

C) Jacques-Louis David

D) Thomas Gainsborough
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12. The 'Laocoön and His Sons' sculpture is celebrated for its realistic portrayal of
the human body under what physiological stress?

A) Extreme physical pain and struggle

B) Deep sleep

C) Nutritional deficiency

D) Hypothermia

13. Which impressionist painter developed cataracts later in life, which significantly
altered the color palette of his later water lily paintings?

A) Claude Monet

B) Pierre-Auguste Renoir

C) Edouard Manet

D) Camille Pissarro

14. What physical trait is consistently exaggerated in the 'Venus of Willendorf'
statuette, reflecting fertility and health in the Paleolithic era?

A) Abdomen, breasts, and hips

B) Length of legs

C) Neck height

D) Width of shoulders

15. Which Spanish painter's work 'The Third of May 1808' displays the harsh physical
reality of trauma and execution wounds?

A) Francisco Goya

B) Diego Velázquez

C) El Greco

D) Joaquín Sorolla

16. In traditional Chinese medicine, often illustrated in medical scrolls, the body's
energy pathways are known by what name?

A) Meridians

B) Vena Cava

C) Synapses

D) Capillaries

17. Which painter is noted for suffering from rheumatoid arthritis later in life,
which eventually forced him to strap paintbrushes to his hand?

A) Pierre-Auguste Renoir

B) Paul Cézanne

C) Georges Seurat

D) Gustave Courbet
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18. The 'Anatomy Lesson of Dr. Nicolaes Tulp' by Rembrandt depicts the dissection of
which specific part of the human body?

A) The forearm

B) The heart

C) The brain

D) The digestive system

19. Which visual artist is credited with creating the first detailed anatomical
drawings of the human fetus in the womb?

A) Leonardo da Vinci

B) Michelangelo

C) Raphael

D) Donatello

20. The condition known as 'Rickets', caused by Vitamin D deficiency, was often
artistically documented in industrial-era children through what physical sign?

A) Bowed legs

B) Cleft palate

C) Excessive height

D) Jaundice

21. Which artist created the 'Anatomical Man', a diagram showing the internal organs,
which was highly influential for medieval medical study?

A) Guido da Vigevano

B) Albrecht Dürer

C) Sandro Botticelli

D) Jan van Eyck

22. What physical ailment, often associated with a high-protein, alcohol-rich diet, is
depicted as a swollen, painful toe in historic caricature art?

A) Gout

B) Asthma

C) Eczema

D) Epilepsy

23. Which Renaissance sculptor was so obsessed with anatomy that he performed his own
autopsies to understand muscle movement?

A) Michelangelo

B) Bernini

C) Cellini

D) Ghiberti
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24. In historic anatomical wax models used for teaching, what was commonly used to
represent the appearance of blood vessels and nerves?

A) Colored silk threads

B) Colored beeswax

C) Small glass rods

D) Copper wire

25. What skin condition, commonly seen in historical paintings as red, flaky patches,
was often misidentified by artists as simply 'the flush of health'?

A) Psoriasis

B) Melanoma

C) Vitiligo

D) Acne
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