Advanced Numismatics Challenge

History And Numismatics - Answer Key - 10 Questions

1. Which ancient civilization is credited with being the first to produce
standardized, government-stamped metal coins made of electrum in the 7th century BCE?

A) The Romans
B) The Lydians
C) The Persians
D) The Phoenicians

2. In numismatic terminology, what is the 'exergue’ of a coin?

A) The raised rim around the edge

B) The metal alloy composition percentage

C) The space below the main design on the reverse side
D) The serrated edges designed to prevent clipping

3. What is the specific term for a coin that has been deliberately altered by removing
small amounts of metal from the edges, a practice common before the introduction of
reeded edges?

A) Clipping

B) Countermarking

C) Debasement

D) Restriking

4. During the Roman Empire, which coin was introduced by Emperor Augustus as the
standard silver unit, serving as the backbone of the economy for centuries?

A) Aureus

B) Sestertius

C) Denarius
D) As

5. What does the numismatic term 'obverse' refer to when describing a coin?

A) The date of manufacture
B) The value of the coin

C) The 'tails' side

D) The 'heads' or front side
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6. Which historical practice involved reducing the precious metal content of a
currency while maintaining its face value to finance government expenditures?
A) Deflation
B) Debasement
C) Inflationary printing
D) Specie redemption

7. The study and collection of paper currency, as distinct from metallic coinage, is
known by what specific term?

A) Notaphily

B) Scripophily

C) Phaleristics

D) Sigillography

8. What is the primary function of the 'mint mark' found on many coins?

A) To identify the artist who designed the coin

B) To indicate the specific facility where the coin was produced
C) To verify the purity of the precious metal

D) To signify the year of production

9. What is the 'legend’ on a coin?

A) The denomination printed on the face
B) The narrative story of the ruler depicted
C) The text inscribed on the coin

D) The specific metal weight of the coin

10. Which term describes a coin that was struck using a die that was intentionally or
accidentally engraved with a mistake, such as an incorrect date or spelling?

A) Proof

B) Pattern

C) Error coin

D) Commemorative
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