Historical Cryptozoology and Natural History

Cryptozoology - Answer Key - 20 Questions

1. Which 19th-century naturalist is credited with bringing the first physical evidence
of a Platypus to Europe, which was initially dismissed as a taxidermy hoax?

A) George Shaw

B) Charles Darwin

C) Alfred Russel Wallace

D) Richard Owen

2.1n 1901, Sir Harry Johnston identified the Okapi by examining skin and skull
fragments; to which family does this animal actually belong?

A) Cervidae

B) Giraffidae

C) Equidae

D) Antilocapridae

3. The 'Feejee Mermaid', exhibited by P.T. Barnum in 1842, was famously discovered to
be a composite of which two creatures?

A) A monkey and a fish
B) A seal and an eel

C) A ray and a monkey
D) A cat and a shark

4. Before the Komodo dragon was formally described to Western science in 1912, it was
often referred to by locals as a'land crocodile.! Who was the Dutch official who
facilitated its first formal documentation?

A) Peter Ouwens

B) Hendrik van der Capellen
C) Willem de Vlamingh

D) Jan Pieterszoon Coen

5. In 1938, Marjorie Courtenay-Latimer discovered a specimen of a fish previously
thought to have gone extinct 66 million years ago. What is the genus of this
Coelacanth?

A) Latimeria

B) Megalichthys

C) Dipterus

D) Osteolepis
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6. The 'Jackalope’ legend in North America is scientifically linked to rabbits
infected with which specific virus that causes keratinous horn-like tumors?

A) Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease Virus
B) Shope Papilloma Virus

C) Myxomatosis

D) Rabbit Fibroma Virus

7. What is the scientific name of the 'mountain gorilla,” which was not formally
identified by Western science until Captain Robert von Beringe encountered one in
19027

A) Gorilla gorilla gorilla

B) Gorilla beringei beringei
C) Gorilla gorilla diehli

D) Pan troglodytes

8. The discovery of the Giant Squid (Architeuthis dux) was verified in the 19th
century. Which French zoologist provided the first comprehensive scientific
description based on stranded specimens?

A) Georges Cuvier

B) Pierre Denys de Montfort
C) Jean-Baptiste Lamarck

D) Etienne Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire

9. In the early 20th century, the 'King of Saxony's Bird of Paradise’' was so bizarre
that some naturalists suspected it was a fake construction until live specimens were
observed by which explorer?

A) Adolf Bernhard Meyer
B) Walter Rothschild

C) Alfred Russel Wallace
D) James Cook

10. The 'Shy Albatross' (Thalassarche cauta) was long confused with other species
before being taxonomically clarified. Which explorer collected the first holotype in
18407

A) John Gould

B) Joseph Banks

C) Matthew Flinders
D) James Clark Ross
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11. What was the 'Cardiff Giant,' a 10-foot tall 'petrified man' unearthed in 1869,
actually carved from?

A) Concrete
B) Gypsum
C) Limestone
D) Granite

12. Which famous 1934 'Surgeon's Photograph' of the Loch Ness Monster was eventually
exposed as a hoax involving a toy submarine?

A) A wooden carving

B) A lead model

C) A plastic construction

D) A papier-maché structure

13. The Saola (Pseudoryx nghetinhensis), discovered in 1992 in Vietnam, is often
called the 'Asian Unicorn.' To which subfamily does it belong?

A) Caprinae

B) Bovinae

C) Cervinae

D) Antilopinae

14. What was the primary method used to prove that the 'Piltdown Man' fossil was a
fraudulent composite of human and ape remains?

A) Radiocarbon dating

B) Fluorine content analysis
C) DNA sequencing

D) X-ray imaging

15. The 'Giant Panda’' (Ailuropoda melanoleuca) remained largely unknown to the West
until 1869. Who was the missionary that first sent specimens to the Paris Museum?

A) Armand David

B) Matteo Ricci

C) Pierre Teilhard de Chardin

D) Vincent Lebbe

16. In 1928, the 'Komodo dragon' research led by P.A. Ouwens proved that this lizard
is the largest extant species of which family?

A) Varanidae

B) lguanidae

C) Agamidae

D) Teiidae
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17. The discovery of the 'Bonobo’ (Pan paniscus) was initially overlooked because it
was classified as a smaller variety of which species?

A) Common Chimpanzee
B) Gorilla

C) Orangutan

D) Human

18. What species of bear, once thought to be a cryptid known as the 'Blue Bear' of
Alaska, was formally described by C. Hart Merriam in 18977

A) Ursus americanus emmonsii
B) Ursus arctos horribilis

C) Ursus maritimus

D) Ursus thibetanus

19. Before the 1980s, the 'Golden Lion Tamarin' was thought to be nearly extinct.
Where is this primate exclusively found in the wild?

A) Atlantic Forest of Brazil
B) Amazon Basin

C) Pantanal

D) Guyana Highlands

20. The 'Bili Ape' refers to a population of chimpanzees that exhibit unique
tool-using behaviors. In which country were they scientifically studied to prove they
were not a new species?

A) Democratic Republic of the Congo

B) Uganda

C) Gabon

D) Cameroon
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