
Fundamentals of Semiotics
Semiotics  ·  Answer Key  ·  20 Questions

1. Which Swiss linguist is considered one of the two founding fathers of semiotics,
primarily for his work on the dyadic model of the sign?

A) Roland Barthes

B) Ferdinand de Saussure
C) Charles Sanders Peirce

D) Umberto Eco

2. In the Saussurean model of the sign, what is the 'signifier'?

A) The mental concept

B) The physical form of the sign
C) The referent in the real world

D) The cultural context

3. Charles Sanders Peirce categorized signs into three types based on the relationship
between the sign and its object. Which of these is NOT one of those three?

A) Icon

B) Index

C) Symbol

D) Syntagm

4. What term describes a sign that bears a physical resemblance to the object it
represents?

A) Icon
B) Index

C) Symbol

D) Code

5. According to Peirce, a sign that has a direct, causal, or physical connection to
the object (such as smoke representing fire) is known as an:

A) Icon

B) Index
C) Symbol

D) Iconoclast
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6. Which term refers to a sign where the relationship between the signifier and the
signified is purely conventional or arbitrary?

A) Icon

B) Index

C) Symbol
D) Denotation

7. Roland Barthes expanded semiotic theory by introducing the concept of 'myth' in his
book titled:

A) Mythologies
B) The Semiotic Web

C) Signs of Life

D) The Death of the Author

8. What is the term for the literal, primary, or 'first-order' meaning of a sign?

A) Connotation

B) Denotation
C) Myth

D) Syntagm

9. What is the term for the secondary, cultural, or associative meanings attached to a
sign?

A) Denotation

B) Connotation
C) Paradigm

D) Syntax

10. In semiotic analysis, what is a 'paradigm'?

A) A set of associated signs from which one is chosen
B) The sequence in which signs are arranged

C) The physical medium of communication

D) The historical evolution of a word

11. What is the term for the structural arrangement of signs in a sequence, such as
the order of words in a sentence?

A) Paradigm

B) Syntagm
C) Semantics

D) Pragmatics
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12. Umberto Eco, a prominent semiotician, is well-known for his 1976 work titled:

A) A Theory of Semiotics
B) The Language of Signs

C) Semiotics for Beginners

D) Structuralism and Signs

13. The study of the social production of meaning from sign systems is often called:

A) Semiotics
B) Semantics

C) Syntax

D) Etymology

14. Which field focuses specifically on the study of how non-verbal cues, such as body
language and gestures, function as signs?

A) Kinesics
B) Proxemics

C) Phonetics

D) Morphology

15. What is the name of the semiotic process of interpreting a sign?

A) Semiosis
B) Signification

C) Coding

D) Encoding

16. In semiotic theory, what is 'the referent'?

A) The actual object in the world to which a sign refers
B) The mental image produced by a sign

C) The linguistic rules governing a sign

D) The history of a sign

17. Claude Lévi-Strauss applied semiotic methods to which academic discipline?

A) Anthropology
B) Physics

C) Mathematics

D) Astronomy

18. Which of the following is an example of an indexical sign?

A) A photograph of a person

B) A red traffic light

C) A footprint in the sand
D) The word 'cat'

Quixly  |  This material was auto-generated. Quixly is not liable for errors or omissions. Visit quixlylearn.com to report corrections.



19. The term 'semiology' is more commonly associated with the school of thought led
by:

A) Ferdinand de Saussure
B) Charles Sanders Peirce

C) Algirdas Greimas

D) Julia Kristeva

20. In semiotics, what does the term 'code' refer to?

A) A secret language

B) A system of rules that allows signs to be interpreted
C) A technical error in communication

D) A translation device
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