
Semiotics of Human Health and Anatomy
Semiotics  ·  Answer Key  ·  18 Questions

1. In medical semiotics, what is the term for an objective, observable physical
phenomenon indicating the presence of a disease?

A) Symptom

B) Sign
C) Syndrome

D) Prognosis

2. Which of the following is considered a subjective indicator of health experienced
exclusively by the patient?

A) Fever

B) Rash

C) Pain
D) Edema

3. In the semiotic study of clinical medicine, what is defined as a collection of
signs and symptoms that characterize a particular condition?

A) Pathology

B) Syndrome
C) Diagnosis

D) Aetiology

4. Which type of medical diagnostic tool functions as an 'indexical sign' by showing a
direct physical correlation to the internal state of the body?

A) Medical textbook illustration

B) X-ray image
C) Doctor's verbal description

D) Anatomical model

5. What is the semiotic classification of a red, inflamed area on the skin in relation
to a bacterial infection?

A) Symbol

B) Icon

C) Index
D) Metaphor
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6. In health communication, which element acts as an 'iconic sign' representing the
structure of a human organ?

A) A heart rate monitor beep

B) An anatomical diagram
C) A patient's verbal report

D) A fever chart

7. Which concept in semiotics refers to the 'signified' in the clinical diagnosis of
'tachycardia'?

A) The sound of a stethoscope

B) The elevated heart rate
C) The word 'tachycardia'

D) The patient's pulse

8. What do medical doctors use to interpret the 'signifier' of a patient's tongue
color during a physical examination?

A) A semiotic code
B) A chemical reaction

C) A statistical probability

D) A subjective narrative

9. In semiotics, what is the 'referent' when a physician identifies a 'wheeze' during
lung auscultation?

A) The sound produced by airway obstruction

B) The medical term 'wheezing'

C) The obstruction itself
D) The physician's clinical training

10. Which of the following is an example of an indexical sign used in routine health
screening?

A) A generic hospital logo

B) A high glucose reading in a blood test
C) A drawing of a cell

D) A medical advertisement

11. In medical semiotics, what is the primary role of a 'clinical signifier'?

A) To mask the illness

B) To represent the underlying pathological state
C) To serve as a decorative element in a clinic

D) To replace the patient's identity

Quixly  |  This material was auto-generated. Quixly is not liable for errors or omissions. Visit quixlylearn.com to report corrections.



12. What type of sign is a physician's prescription note in the context of the
healthcare system?

A) Iconic

B) Indexical

C) Symbolic
D) Indexical-Iconic

13. How are 'symptoms' classified in the context of Peirce's semiotic triangle
regarding human health?

A) As signs that have no meaning

B) As indexical signs of a physical state
C) As purely symbolic constructs

D) As icons of the external environment

14. What does the 'semiotic landscape' of a hospital ward primarily communicate to a
patient?

A) The aesthetic preference of the staff

B) The hierarchical and functional structure of care
C) The history of medical art

D) The cost of electricity

15. In medical semiotics, what term describes the process of interpreting various
signs to reach a conclusion about a patient's health?

A) Semiosis
B) Symbiosis

C) Synapse

D) Synthesis

16. Which visual element acts as an iconic sign to represent the concept of 'First
Aid' globally?

A) A red cross or crescent
B) A white coat

C) A sterile bandage

D) A syringe

17. When a patient presents with jaundice, the yellowing of the skin acts as a
signifier for what signified?

A) Increased melanin production

B) Elevated bilirubin levels
C) Dehydration

D) Lack of sunlight
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18. What is the function of a 'semiotic code' in reading medical charts?

A) To translate signs into meaningful clinical information
B) To encrypt data for privacy

C) To increase the size of the text

D) To replace the doctor's judgment
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