
Nature's Performers: Biological Theater
Natural History  ·  Answer Key  ·  18 Questions

1. Which cephalopod is renowned for its 'theatrical' mimicry, physically contorting
its body to imitate the appearance and movement of toxic sea snakes and lionfish?

A) Giant Pacific Octopus

B) Mimic Octopus
C) Blue-Ringed Octopus

D) Common Cuttlefish

2. The male Vogelkop superb bird-of-paradise performs a precise, highly choreographed
courtship dance that creates what specific optical illusion to attract females?

A) A flickering strobe effect

B) A perfect black hole
C) A shimmering rainbow halo

D) A pulsing ultraviolet glow

3. Which species of spider performs a rhythmic, vibration-based 'drumming' dance on
leaves to signal its identity and fitness to potential mates?

A) Goliath Birdeater

B) Wolf Spider

C) Peacock Spider
D) Black Widow

4. The 'dance' performed by honeybees to communicate the location of floral resources
is known as what?

A) The Waggle Dance
B) The Figure-Eight Spin

C) The Nectar Shuffle

D) The Pollen Pivot

5. Male humpback whales perform long, complex vocal sequences known as songs; what is
the primary biological theory regarding the purpose of these 'performances'?

A) To navigate ocean currents

B) Sexual selection and territory defense
C) To mimic the sounds of predators

D) To coordinate communal hunting
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6. Which bird species is famous for decorating its 'bower' with specific colored
objects to create a stage for its dramatic courtship display?

A) Superb Lyrebird

B) Satin Bowerbird
C) Greater Bird-of-Paradise

D) Kea

7. The 'thanatosis' behavior exhibited by the Virginia Opossum is a performance
involving which physiological state?

A) Active hunting mode

B) Involuntary tonic immobility
C) Rapid metabolic spike

D) Hibernation dormancy

8. The Australian Superb Lyrebird is globally famous for its performance capability of
imitating what?

A) The sound of rainfall

B) Complex anthropogenic noises and other bird calls
C) The ultrasonic frequency of bats

D) The rhythmic pulse of tectonic shifts

9. In the 'lek' mating system, males gather in a communal area to perform what type of
competitive behavior?

A) Group migration

B) Synchronized egg-laying

C) Intense visual and auditory displays
D) Cooperative nest building

10. Which fish species performs a 'cleaner' role, engaging in a tactile ritual
involving specific postures to indicate readiness to remove parasites from 'client'
fish?

A) Clownfish

B) Bluestreak Cleaner Wrasse
C) Pufferfish

D) Lionfish

11. The 'stotting' or 'pronking' behavior seen in gazelles, where they jump high with
stiff legs, is a performance aimed at signaling what to predators?

A) Submission

B) Unprofitability due to high fitness
C) An invitation to play

D) The location of offspring
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12. Which marine mammal creates a 'bubble net' in a highly coordinated, performative
group maneuver to trap schools of fish?

A) Bottlenose Dolphin

B) Humpback Whale
C) Orca

D) Weddell Seal

13. What is the primary function of the ritualized 'head-bobbing' display performed by
Anolis lizards?

A) To regulate body temperature

B) Species recognition and territorial signaling
C) To shake off water droplets

D) To signal the availability of food

14. The 'lekking' behavior of the Kakapo is unique among parrots; what is the name of
the low-frequency acoustic performance they produce?

A) Booming
B) Whistling

C) Clicking

D) Chirping

15. How do male fiddler crabs perform during courtship to attract females to their
burrows?

A) They engage in synchronized swarming

B) They wave their enlarged major claw in a rhythmic pattern
C) They construct intricate sand sculptures

D) They emit high-pitched vibrations

16. The 'dance' of the red-capped manakin is known for its extreme speed and involves
which specific movement?

A) A circular flight path

B) A backward sliding motion along a branch
C) A vertical spiral climb

D) A rhythmic head-tilt

17. Which primate species engages in a 'dawn chorus' performance, using throat sacs to
amplify calls that reinforce social bonds and territorial boundaries?

A) Chimpanzee

B) Gibbon
C) Mandrill

D) Capuchin
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18. What is the term for the 'performance' where a bird of prey, such as the Golden
Eagle, locks talons with a mate and enters a rapid, spiraling descent?

A) Talon-grappling

B) Cartwheeling
C) Aerial courtship tumble

D) Death spiral
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