Foundations of Philosophical Thought

Philosophy - Practice Test - 10 Questions

1. Which ancient Greek philosopher was the teacher of Alexander the Great and founded
the Lyceum?

A) Plato

B) Aristotle
C) Socrates
D) Epicurus

2. In epistemology, what is the branch of philosophy concerned with the study of?

A) The nature of knowledge

B) The structure of government
C) The principles of morality

D) The existence of beauty

3. Which 17th-century philosopher is famous for the statement 'Cogito, ergo sum'’ (!
think, therefore I am)?

A) John Locke
B) Baruch Spinoza
C) René Descartes
D) David Hume

4. What is the primary focus of the branch of philosophy known as 'Ethics'?

A) The study of reality

B) Right and wrong behavior
C) The validity of arguments
D) The nature of existence

5. Who wrote the 'Republic’, a work that details the allegory of the cave and the
concept of the philosopher-king?

A) Plato

B) Aristotle

C) Thales

D) Pythagoras

6. Which philosophical movement emphasizes the importance of empirical evidence and
sensory experience in gaining knowledge?

A) Rationalism

B) Idealism

C) Empiricism

D) Existentialism
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7. What is the term for a logical argument where a conclusion is drawn from two
premises?

A) Paradox
B) Fallacy

C) Syllogism
D) Hypothesis

8. In the context of logic, what is a 'fallacy'?

A) A valid deductive argument
B) A flaw in reasoning

C) A proof of existence

D) A moral judgment

9. Which philosopher is best known for his work 'Leviathan' and his ideas about the
‘'state of nature'?

A) Thomas Hobbes

B) Jean-Jacques Rousseau
C) Immanuel Kant

D) Friedrich Nietzsche

10. What term describes the branch of philosophy that explores the nature of beauty
and art?

A) Ontology

B) Aesthetics
C) Metaphysics
D) Logic
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