
Milestones in Classical Music History
Classical Music  ·  Practice Test  ·  8 Questions

1. Which instrument, developed in the early 18th century, significantly changed
orchestral textures and brought a new level of harmonic richness to classical music?

A) The Harpsichord

B) The Pipe Organ

C) The Fortepiano

D) The Lute

2. What groundbreaking opera, considered by many to be the first true opera, premiered
in 1607 and utilized recitative for dramatic expression?

A) Orfeo by Claudio Monteverdi

B) Dido and Aeneas by Henry Purcell

C) The Fairy Queen by Henry Purcell

D) L'Orfeo by Jacopo Peri

3. The invention of the printing press in the 15th century had a profound impact on
the dissemination of musical scores. Which early composer is credited with being one
of the first to have his music widely distributed through this new technology?

A) Johann Sebastian Bach

B) Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

C) Josquin des Prez

D) Ludwig van Beethoven

4. Who is credited with inventing the system of musical notation that forms the basis
of modern notation, including the use of a staff with lines and spaces?

A) Guido of Arezzo

B) Hildegard of Bingen

C) Leonin

D) Guillaume de Machaut

5. The development of the symphony orchestra as we know it began to take shape in the
Classical period. Which composer's symphonies, particularly his later ones, are often
seen as pivotal in establishing the standardized orchestral form and instrumentation?

A) Antonio Vivaldi

B) Joseph Haydn

C) George Frideric Handel

D) Johann Sebastian Bach
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6. What significant invention in the late 18th century greatly improved the tuning and
tonal capabilities of wind instruments, impacting their role in orchestras and chamber
music?

A) The Valved Trumpet

B) The Saxophone

C) The Clarinet

D) The Trombone

7. Which composer is widely recognized for his pioneering work in developing the
concept of the 'fugue' as a sophisticated contrapuntal form, solidifying its structure
and expressive potential?

A) Claudio Monteverdi

B) Arcangelo Corelli

C) Johann Sebastian Bach

D) Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina

8. The Romantic era saw a surge in nationalism. Which composer is often cited as one
of the first to consciously infuse folk music and nationalistic themes into his
orchestral works, paving the way for future nationalist composers?

A) Frédéric Chopin

B) Richard Wagner

C) Mikhail Glinka

D) Johannes Brahms
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