World Religions: Pioneers and Innovations

World Religions - Practice Test - 20 Questions

1. Which ancient civilization is credited with developing the earliest known written
prayer texts, often found on Mesopotamian clay tablets?

A) Ancient Egypt

B) Indus Valley Civilization
C) Sumerian Civilization
D) Ancient Greece

2. The concept of a monastic order, with communal living and vows of poverty,
discipline, and obedience, is largely attributed to the organizational structure
pioneered by:

A) Early Christian monks
B) Jain ascetics

C) Zoroastrian Magi

D) Shinto priests

3. The earliest known comprehensive philosophical and theological treatise, the 'Yoga
Sutras of Patanjali,’ which systematized the philosophy of Yoga, originated in which
religious tradition?

A) Buddhism
B) Hinduism
C) Sikhism
D) Jainism

4. What major technological innovation in religious practice, allowing for wider
dissemination of sacred texts and teachings, was first widely adopted by Buddhist
monasteries in China?

A) The printing press

B) The astrolabe

C) The compass
D) Gunpowder

5. The first documented use of a codified legal system integrated with religious
principles, the 'Code of Hammurabi,' which influenced later legal and ethical thought,
is associated with:

A) Ancient Israelite law
B) Early Islamic Sharia
C) Mesopotamian religious law
D) Ancient Roman religious law
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6. Which religion is considered to have the earliest verifiable records of a concept
of reincarnation or rebirth, as evidenced in ancient Vedic texts?

A) Taoism

B) Buddhism

C) Hinduism

D) Confucianism

7. The development of the first systematic calendar, crucial for religious festivals
and agricultural cycles, is a significant achievement attributed to which early
civilization with strong religious ties to astronomy?

A) Mayan civilization

B) Ancient Egyptian civilization

C) Mesopotamian civilization

D) Norse civilization

8. The concept of a 'Dharma’ or cosmic law, central to several Indian religions, was
first extensively articulated and developed within which ancient religious tradition?
A) Zoroastrianism
B) Jainism
C) Sikhism
D) Hinduism

9. The earliest known organized system of healing rituals and medicinal practices,
often intertwined with spiritual beliefs, originated in the context of:

A) Ancient Greek temple healing

B) Shamanistic traditions of Siberia

C) Mesopotamian religious medicine
D) Early Buddhist monastic medicine

10. The first recorded instance of a prophet receiving divine revelation and
establishing a monotheistic faith, according to Abrahamic traditions, is linked to:
A) Zoroaster
B) Siddhartha Gautama (the Buddha)

C) Abraham
D) Lao Tzu

Quixly | This material was auto-generated. Quixly is not liable for errors or omissions. Visit quixlylearn.com to report corrections.



11. The development of the first major ethical philosophy that emphasized social
harmony and respect for elders, deeply influencing East Asian culture, is attributed
to:

A) Buddhism

B) Jainism

C) Confucianism
D) Taoism

12. The discovery and application of precise astronomical observations to understand
divine will and cyclical time were foundational to early religious practices in which
civilization, leading to sophisticated observatories?

A) Ancient Rome

B) Ancient India

C) The Aztec Empire

D) The Persian Empire

13. Which religious tradition pioneered the concept of vegetarianism as a spiritual
practice, emphasizing non-violence (ahimsa) and its connection to karma?

A) Christianity

B) Islam

C) Judaism

D) Jainism

14. The earliest known formal schools for religious education, focused on training
priests and scholars in sacred texts and rituals, were established by:

A) Early Islamic Madrassas

B) Ancient Egyptian temple schools

C) Buddhist Viharas

D) Ancient Greek philosophical schools

15. The philosophical concept of 'Wu Wei' (non-action or effortless action), a central
tenet of a major East Asian religion, was first systematically explored by:

A) Confucius

B) Mencius

C) Lao Tzu

D) Sun Tzu
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16. The discovery of the concept of 'Karma' as a law of moral causation, influencing
future actions and rebirths, is a foundational principle first developed within:

A) Zoroastrianism

B) Buddhism

C) Hinduism

D) Shinto

17. The first organized missionary efforts to spread a religion beyond its cultural
origins, characterized by global outreach, are most famously associated with:
A) Early Judaism
B) Early Zoroastrianism
C) Early Christianity
D) Early Hinduism

18. The earliest known architectural structures designed specifically for communal
worship and religious ceremonies, predating many later temple designs, are found in:
A) Mesoamerica
B) Ancient Greece

C) The Fertile Crescent
D) Scandinavia

19. The development of the first written scriptures that articulated a dualistic
worldview, contrasting good and evil forces, is a hallmark of:

A) Buddhism

B) Zoroastrianism

C) Jainism

D) Taoism

20. The earliest recorded philosophical debate on the nature of the soul and its
relationship to the body, influencing Western thought, is found in the traditions of:
A) Ancient China
B) Ancient India
C) Ancient Greece
D) Ancient Persia
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