
Foundations of Ancient History
Ancient History  ·  Answer Key  ·  25 Questions

1. Which material was primarily used by ancient humans to craft the first stone tools
during the Paleolithic period?

A) Flint
B) Iron

C) Plastic

D) Bronze

2. In which modern-day country is the Great Pyramid of Giza located?

A) Greece

B) Egypt
C) Iraq

D) Italy

3. What writing system was developed by the ancient Sumerians in Mesopotamia?

A) Hieroglyphics

B) Cuneiform
C) Latin

D) Sanskrit

4. Which river valley civilization is known for the development of Mohenjo-Daro and
Harappa?

A) Nile Valley

B) Indus Valley
C) Yellow River

D) Tigris-Euphrates

5. What is the primary archaeological term for a man-made object, such as a tool or
ornament, recovered from an ancient site?

A) Fossil

B) Artifact
C) Sediment

D) Geode

6. Which ancient empire was responsible for the construction of the Colosseum in Rome?

A) Roman Empire
B) Persian Empire

C) Macedonian Empire

D) Byzantine Empire
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7. What was the main purpose of the ancient Egyptian process of mummification?

A) To create art

B) To preserve the body for the afterlife
C) To study anatomy

D) To trade bodies

8. Which metal, when alloyed with copper, marks the start of the Bronze Age?

A) Tin
B) Gold

C) Silver

D) Iron

9. Which ancient civilization built the city of Machu Picchu high in the Andes
Mountains?

A) Maya

B) Aztec

C) Inca
D) Olmec

10. The Rosetta Stone was crucial for modern historians because it helped translate
which ancient writing system?

A) Hieroglyphics
B) Linear B

C) Ogham

D) Runes

11. What type of structure is the Ziggurat, originating in ancient Mesopotamia?

A) A tomb

B) A stepped temple tower
C) A defensive wall

D) A residential palace

12. Which ancient culture is associated with the construction of the Parthenon in
Athens?

A) Romans

B) Egyptians

C) Greeks
D) Phoenicians
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13. What is the study of human history through the excavation of sites and the
analysis of physical remains called?

A) Paleontology

B) Archaeology
C) Geology

D) Biology

14. Which of these grains was a staple food source for the ancient people of
Mesopotamia?

A) Barley
B) Corn

C) Rice

D) Potatoes

15. What natural phenomenon contributed to the fertility of the land surrounding the
Nile River in ancient times?

A) Annual flooding
B) Volcanic ash

C) Heavy snowfall

D) Ocean tides

16. Which ancient civilization is credited with creating the first known democracy?

A) Sparta

B) Athens
C) Rome

D) Carthage

17. The Epic of Gilgamesh is one of the earliest known works of literature; where did
it originate?

A) Ancient China

B) Mesopotamia
C) Ancient India

D) Mesoamerica

18. Which defensive structure was built by several dynasties in ancient China to
protect against nomadic groups?

A) The Great Wall
B) The Forbidden City

C) The Terra Cotta Army

D) The Grand Canal
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19. What did ancient Phoenicians primarily use their maritime skills for?

A) Fishing only

B) Trade and exploration
C) Warfare only

D) Scientific research

20. Which ancient civilization used a base-60 number system, which still influences
how we measure time today?

A) Babylonian
B) Mayan

C) Egyptian

D) Roman

21. Which large structure in England, dating back to the Neolithic period, consists of
a ring of standing stones?

A) Stonehenge
B) The Pyramids

C) The Parthenon

D) The Colosseum

22. What was the primary writing material used by the ancient Egyptians?

A) Papyrus
B) Parchment

C) Paper

D) Clay tablets

23. Which ancient civilization was based in the region of modern-day Mexico and is
famous for its complex calendar systems?

A) Maya
B) Sumerian

C) Egyptian

D) Persian

24. Which Roman leader was assassinated on the Ides of March in 44 BCE?

A) Augustus

B) Julius Caesar
C) Nero

D) Constantine
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25. What archaeological discovery provided evidence for the existence of the Shang
Dynasty in ancient China?

A) Oracle bones
B) Clay tablets

C) Bronze swords

D) Silk scrolls
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