
Global Trade Milestones: A Middle School History Challenge
Trade & Commerce History  ·  Practice Test  ·  19 Questions

1. Which ancient civilisation is credited with developing the first widely recognised
form of coinage, revolutionising exchange systems?

A) The Romans

B) The Egyptians

C) The Lydians

D) The Mesopotamians

2. The Silk Road, a network of trade routes connecting the East and West, primarily
facilitated the exchange of goods between which two major ancient empires for much of
its history?

A) The Roman Empire and the Han Dynasty

B) The Byzantine Empire and the Tang Dynasty

C) The Persian Empire and the Gupta Empire

D) The Ottoman Empire and the Ming Dynasty

3. During the Age of Exploration, which European nation was a pioneer in establishing
maritime trade routes to Asia, notably around the Cape of Good Hope?

A) Spain

B) England

C) France

D) Portugal

4. The Columbian Exchange refers to the widespread transfer of plants, animals,
culture, human populations, technology, diseases, and ideas between the Americas and
Afro-Eurasia. Which of the following was a significant agricultural import *from* the
Americas to Europe during this period?

A) Wheat

B) Rice

C) Maize (Corn)

D) Sugar cane

5. Mercantilism, a dominant economic theory from the 16th to 18th centuries,
emphasised policies aimed at maximising exports and minimising imports. Which of the
following was a primary goal for mercantilist nations?

A) Promoting free trade agreements

B) Accumulating precious metals like gold and silver

C) Encouraging foreign direct investment

D) Reducing colonial exploitation
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6. The Dutch East India Company (VOC), founded in 1602, was one of the first
multinational corporations. What was its primary focus of trade?

A) Timber and Furs

B) Spices and textiles from Asia

C) Slaves and sugar from the Americas

D) Precious metals from Africa

7. The Industrial Revolution, beginning in Britain in the late 18th century,
dramatically increased the scale and efficiency of production. Which invention was
crucial for the textile industry and significantly boosted trade in manufactured
goods?

A) The Steam Engine

B) The Cotton Gin

C) The Spinning Jenny

D) The Power Loom

8. Adam Smith, in his seminal work 'The Wealth of Nations' (1776), argued for
laissez-faire economics. What fundamental concept did he champion as the driving force
of efficient markets?

A) Government regulation

B) The invisible hand of self-interest

C) Central planning

D) Trade protectionism

9. Following World War II, the Bretton Woods Conference established a new
international economic order. Which organisation was created to promote global
monetary cooperation and financial stability?

A) The World Trade Organization (WTO)

B) The International Monetary Fund (IMF)

C) The World Bank

D) The United Nations (UN)

10. The Transcontinental Railroad in the United States, completed in 1869, had a
profound impact on trade. What was its most significant economic effect?

A) Decreased reliance on waterways

B) Facilitated faster and cheaper movement of goods and people across the continent

C) Led to the decline of agricultural output

D) Increased the cost of transporting raw materials
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11. The Hanseatic League, a powerful medieval commercial and defensive confederation
of merchant guilds and market towns, dominated trade in which region of Europe?

A) The Mediterranean Sea

B) The Baltic Sea and North Sea

C) The Black Sea

D) The Iberian Peninsula

12. Before the widespread use of currency, a common form of trade involved the direct
exchange of goods and services. This system is known as:

A) Capitalism

B) Monopolism

C) Barter

D) Feudalism

13. The opening of the Suez Canal in 1869 significantly altered global trade routes.
What was its primary impact?

A) It shortened the sea route between Europe and Asia by bypassing Africa

B) It made travel to the Americas more direct

C) It facilitated trade primarily with South America

D) It led to the decline of Mediterranean trade

14. In the context of ancient Mesopotamian trade, which of the following was a major
commodity that Sumerians imported from regions like Dilmun (modern Bahrain)?

A) Grain

B) Textiles

C) Copper and tin

D) Wood

15. The triangular trade routes in the Atlantic, prominent from the 16th to the 19th
centuries, involved the movement of goods and people between Europe, Africa, and the
Americas. Which commodity was a major export from the Americas to Europe in this
system?

A) Manufactured goods

B) Slaves

C) Raw materials like sugar, tobacco, and cotton

D) Gold and silver
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16. The establishment of trading posts by European powers in India during the colonial
era, such as those by the British East India Company, primarily aimed to control the
trade of which valuable commodity?

A) Opium

B) Spices and textiles

C) Tea and porcelain

D) Indigo and saltpeter

17. The Pax Romana, a period of relative peace and stability within the Roman Empire,
greatly facilitated trade. What was a key factor contributing to this economic
prosperity?

A) Frequent invasions and border conflicts

B) Extensive road networks and a unified currency

C) Limited seafaring capabilities

D) Strict trade embargoes with neighbouring regions

18. The invention of the printing press by Johannes Gutenberg in the mid-15th century
had a significant indirect impact on commerce by:

A) Reducing the need for written contracts

B) Increasing the speed and affordability of disseminating information and ideas, including

those related to trade

C) Leading to a decline in the demand for educational materials

D) Making trade records solely oral traditions

19. The development of joint-stock companies in the 17th century, like the English
East India Company, was crucial for financing large-scale overseas ventures. What was
their primary advantage over earlier business structures?

A) They encouraged monopolies that limited competition

B) They allowed for the pooling of capital from many investors, spreading risk

C) They required government ownership of all shares

D) They were limited to trading within a single city
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