
Modern Art: Nature and Animal Motifs
Modern Art  ·  Practice Test  ·  20 Questions

1. Which artist, known for the Blue Rider (Der Blaue Reiter) group, explicitly linked
the color blue to the spiritual essence of animals like horses?

A) Franz Marc

B) August Macke

C) Wassily Kandinsky

D) Gabriele Münter

2. In his later years, Henri Matisse created the 'Oceania, the Sky' and 'Oceania, the
Sea' cut-outs, which were inspired by his memories of the marine life of which
specific region?

A) Tahiti

B) The Mediterranean

C) The Caribbean

D) The Great Barrier Reef

3. The surrealist artist Max Ernst often depicted a recurring bird-like alter ego in
his paintings, which he named what?

A) Loplop

B) Ouroboros

C) Phoenix

D) Garuda

4. Constantin Brâncusi's series of sculptures titled 'Bird in Space' focuses on
the abstraction of what specific type of movement found in nature?

A) Flight

B) Mating ritual

C) Hunting

D) Migration

5. Which abstract expressionist painter created a famous 1950s series titled 'Woman',
often noted for incorporating raw, visceral textures that critics likened to
biological or animalistic forms?

A) Willem de Kooning

B) Jackson Pollock

C) Mark Rothko

D) Clyfford Still
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6. Joseph Beuys's performance piece 'I Like America and America Likes Me' involved
him living for three days in a room with what specific animal?

A) Coyote

B) Bald Eagle

C) Grizzly Bear

D) Bison

7. The Futurist movement, in works like Giacomo Balla's 'Dynamism of a Dog on a
Leash', used repetition to convey what specific natural phenomenon?

A) Kinetic motion

B) Evolutionary biology

C) Photosynthesis

D) Tidal shifts

8. Grant Wood's 'American Gothic' is often analyzed for its background, which
features a house that represents the intersection of human agriculture and what
natural element?

A) The prairie sky

B) The Great Plains

C) Deep forest

D) Mountain range

9. Salvador Dalí frequently used the 'melting' imagery of soft watches, which he
claimed were inspired by his observation of what natural organic process?

A) Camembert cheese ripening

B) Glacial melting

C) Dune shifting

D) Rotting fruit

10. Which British sculptor, known for 'Reclining Figure', modeled many of his
large-scale bronze works on the rolling hills and natural topography of the English
landscape?

A) Henry Moore

B) Barbara Hepworth

C) Anthony Caro

D) Lynn Chadwick
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11. In Georgia O'Keeffe's paintings of New Mexico, the recurring motif of
sun-bleached animal skulls was primarily used to represent what?

A) The harsh desert climate

B) Ritual sacrifice

C) Urban decay

D) Botanical growth

12. The German expressionist group 'Die Brücke' (The Bridge) drew heavy inspiration
from the primal simplicity of African wood carvings depicting what subjects?

A) Animals and human spirits

B) Industrial machinery

C) Celestial maps

D) Geometric patterns

13. Which minimalist artist created 'Spiral Jetty', a monumental earthwork that
interacts directly with the salinity and ecology of the Great Salt Lake?

A) Robert Smithson

B) Michael Heizer

C) Walter De Maria

D) Richard Serra

14. What species of animal is prominently featured in the surrealist paintings of
Frida Kahlo to symbolize her physical suffering and connection to nature?

A) Spider monkey

B) Parrot

C) Deer

D) Hummingbird

15. The art movement known as 'Land Art' (or Earthworks) emerged in the late 1960s
with a primary focus on which environmental relationship?

A) Direct intervention in natural landscapes

B) Use of recycled industrial waste

C) Digital simulation of nature

D) Painting nature on canvas

16. Which surrealist work by René Magritte, featuring a large green apple obscuring a
man's face, serves as a commentary on the tension between nature and what?

A) Human perception

B) Industrial production

C) The subconscious

D) Religious dogma

Quixly  |  This material was auto-generated. Quixly is not liable for errors or omissions. Visit quixlylearn.com to report corrections.



17. In the work of Marc Chagall, the recurring image of a cow floating in the sky is
interpreted as a reference to what?

A) Russian village folklore

B) Surrealist dream states

C) The physics of flight

D) Biblical sacrifice

18. Which artist produced the 'Black Paintings', which many critics link to the
'primal' and 'dark' instincts found in nature and the human psyche?

A) Francisco Goya

B) Edvard Munch

C) Francis Bacon

D) Lucian Freud

19. Yves Klein's 'Anthropometry' series involved using human models to apply paint
to canvas, a process he likened to what natural form of mark-making?

A) Biological imprinting

B) Rain erosion

C) Wind patterns

D) Animal tracks

20. The movement 'Art Brut', championed by Jean Dubuffet, sought to emulate the raw,
unrefined creative expression found in which natural psychological state?

A) The unfiltered psyche

B) Academic training

C) Scientific rigor

D) Classical balance
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