
Historical Agriculture Milestones
Agriculture  ·  Practice Test  ·  19 Questions

1. The Neolithic Revolution, a fundamental shift in human history, is most closely
associated with the advent of:

A) Industrial manufacturing

B) The development of settled agriculture

C) The invention of the printing press

D) The exploration of outer space

2. Which ancient civilization is credited with the early domestication of wheat and
barley, laying the groundwork for widespread cereal cultivation?

A) Ancient Rome

B) The Indus Valley Civilization

C) Mesopotamia (the Fertile Crescent)

D) The Maya Civilization

3. The 'Columbian Exchange' refers to the widespread transfer of plants, animals,
culture, human populations, technology, diseases, and ideas between the Americas and
the Old World following:

A) The Renaissance

B) The Age of Exploration

C) The Enlightenment

D) The Industrial Revolution

4. A key innovation during the Roman Empire that significantly improved agricultural
productivity and land management was:

A) The widespread use of artificial fertilizers

B) The development of the steel plow

C) The implementation of crop rotation systems

D) The invention of mechanized harvesters

5. The domestication of rice, a staple crop for billions, is believed to have
originated in which region:

A) Sub-Saharan Africa

B) East Asia (specifically China)

C) South America

D) The Mediterranean basin
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6. The development of the seed drill by Jethro Tull in the early 18th century was a
significant advancement in agricultural practice because it:

A) Allowed for the mechanical harvesting of grain

B) Enabled the efficient and precise planting of seeds

C) Facilitated the widespread use of irrigation systems

D) Introduced the concept of selective breeding in livestock

7. Which staple crop, introduced to Europe from the Americas during the Columbian
Exchange, dramatically improved nutrition and helped alleviate widespread famine?

A) Wheat

B) Rice

C) Corn (Maize)

D) Barley

8. The 'Green Revolution,' a period of significant agricultural advancements in the
mid-20th century, was characterized by:

A) The widespread adoption of organic farming methods

B) The development and introduction of high-yield crop varieties and synthetic fertilizers

C) A return to traditional, labor-intensive farming techniques

D) The decline of international agricultural trade

9. The ancient Egyptians developed sophisticated irrigation techniques, notably
utilizing the annual flooding of which river to enrich their farmlands:

A) The Tigris River

B) The Euphrates River

C) The Nile River

D) The Amazon River

10. The practice of terracing, used to cultivate crops on steep hillsides, is a
historical agricultural technique most famously associated with which ancient culture:

A) The Vikings

B) The Inca Empire

C) The ancient Greeks

D) The Anglo-Saxons

11. The introduction of the moldboard plow, which could turn over soil more
effectively than earlier plows, was a significant development that greatly benefited
agriculture in:

A) Ancient Egypt

B) Medieval Europe

C) The Aztec Empire

D) Ancient China
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12. The domestication of potatoes, a vital food source, is primarily attributed to
indigenous peoples in which region:

A) Central Africa

B) Southeast Asia

C) The Andes Mountains of South America

D) The Middle East

13. The widespread adoption of synthetic fertilizers in the 20th century, a key
component of the Green Revolution, was made possible by advances in the industrial
production of:

A) Nitrogen

B) Phosphorus

C) Potassium

D) All of the above

14. What ancient agricultural system involved clearing land by burning, planting crops
for a few seasons, and then moving to a new area?

A) Crop rotation

B) Fallow land

C) Slash-and-burn agriculture

D) Intensive farming

15. The invention of the cotton gin by Eli Whitney in 1793 had a profound and
devastating impact on agriculture in the American South, primarily by:

A) Reducing the need for enslaved labor

B) Making cotton cultivation significantly more profitable and thus expanding slavery

C) Introducing new, higher-yield cotton varieties

D) Automating the entire cotton production process

16. The ancient practice of aqueducts, large-scale water management systems, was
extensively developed and utilized by which civilization to support their agricultural
needs:

A) Ancient Greece

B) The Roman Empire

C) The Persian Empire

D) The Han Dynasty
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17. The establishment of agricultural experiment stations, such as those created by
the Hatch Act of 1887 in the United States, was instrumental in:

A) Promoting subsistence farming

B) Conducting scientific research to improve agricultural practices and crop yields

C) Limiting the scale of commercial farming

D) Discouraging the use of new technologies

18. Which of the following crops, originating from Central America, became a globally
significant food source after its introduction to Europe and subsequent cultivation:

A) Wheat

B) Barley

C) Sunflower

D) Tomato

19. The development of the combine harvester, a machine that performs both reaping and
threshing, represents a major technological leap in the mechanization of:

A) Dairy farming

B) Grain harvesting

C) Orchard management

D) Livestock breeding
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