Philosophical Perspectives on Nature and Animals

Environmental Philosophy - Practice Test - 20 Questions

1. Which ancient Greek philosopher classified animals based on their ability to reason
and their position in the 'Scala Naturae' or Great Chain of Being?

A) Plato

B) Aristotle

C) Epicurus

D) Zeno of Citium

2. In 18th-century philosophy, which thinker famously argued that animals are
‘automata’ lacking consciousness or pain sensation?

A) René Descartes

B) John Locke

C) David Hume

D) Baruch Spinoza

3. Which 20th-century philosopher introduced the concept of the 'Land Ethic,' arguing
that humans are plain members and citizens of the biotic community?

A) Henry David Thoreau

B) Aldo Leopold

C) Peter Singer

D) Martin Heidegger

4. Which philosophical tradition emphasizes '‘ahimsa’ or non-violence toward all living
beings, including insects and microorganisms?

A) Stoicism

B) Jainism

C) Existentialism

D) Utilitarianism

5. The concept of 'Deep Ecology," which suggests that all living things have an
inherent right to exist, was coined by which Norwegian philosopher?

A) Arne Naess

B) Hans Jonas

C) Edmund Husserl

D) Karl Jaspers
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6. Which 19th-century philosopher wrote '‘Walden,' exploring the philosophical
importance of living in close proximity to nature and simple living?

A) Ralph Waldo Emerson
B) Henry David Thoreau
C) William James

D) John Dewey

7. Which modern philosopher argued that 'speciesism' is a form of prejudice similar to
racism or sexism?

A) Thomas Nagel
B) Peter Singer

C) Bernard Williams
D) John Rawls

8. Which French philosopher and activist is known for the concept of 'zoopolis,’
theorizing about the political inclusion of animals in human society?

A) Bruno Latour

B) Sue Donaldson

C) Michel Foucault

D) Jean-Paul Sartre

9. Which philosophical work by Jeremy Bentham provided the foundational argument for
animal rights by asking 'Can they suffer?' instead of 'Can they reason?’

A) An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding

B) The Rights of Man

C) An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation
D) Utilitarianism

10. Which environmental philosophy argues that the Earth is a self-regulating, complex
system, named after the Greek goddess of the Earth?

A) Gaia Hypothesis
B) Biocentrism

C) Ecofeminism

D) Pantheism

11. The 'Precautionary Principle,' often cited in environmental philosophy and policy,
dictates that action should be taken even in the absence of full scientific consensus
if there is a threat of what?

A) Economic loss

B) Irreversible damage
C) Public outcry

D) Political instability
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12. Which historical philosophical movement posits that the entire natural world is
divine and identical to God?

A) Nihilism

B) Pantheism

C) Dualism

D) Solipsism

13. What is the term for the philosophical position that only human beings possess
intrinsic moral value?

A) Biocentrism
B) Anthropocentrism
C) Ecocentrism
D) Sentientism

14. Which ancient school of philosophy believed that the universe is a living,
rational being and that living in accordance with nature is the highest good?
A) Cynicism
B) Stoicism
C) Epicureanism
D) Pythagoreanism

15. In the philosophy of science, what term describes the bias where human cognitive
categories are erroneously applied to the behavior of animals?

A) Anthropomorphism

B) Zoomorphism

C) Reductionism

D) Essentialism

16. Which 20th-century thinker is known for the philosophy of 'Biocentrism,"' which
posits that all living entities have a 'teleological center of life'?

A) Paul Taylor

B) Albert Schweitzer

C) William O. Douglas

D) Murray Bookchin

17. What philosophical branch studies the moral status of the environment, including
the intrinsic value of non-human ecosystems?

A) Metaphysics

B) Environmental Ethics

C) Epistemology

D) Logic
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18. Which philosopher wrote 'The Case for Animal Rights' (1983), arguing that animals
are 'subjects-of-a-life' and possess inherent rights?

A) Tom Regan

B) Gary Francione
C) Mary Midgley
D) Stephen Clark

19. Which philosophical movement suggests that human dominance over nature is
inherently linked to male dominance over women?

A) Social Ecology

B) Ecofeminism

C) Deep Ecology

D) Humanism

20. What is the term for the belief that all living things, including animals and
plants, possess a soul or spirit?

A) Animism

B) Materialism

C) Theism

D) Atheism
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