
Pioneering Moments in Cultural Studies
Cultural Studies  ·  Answer Key  ·  10 Questions

1. Which of the following institutions is widely credited with establishing the first
dedicated Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies (CCCS)?

A) University of Cambridge

B) University of Birmingham
C) University College London

D) University of Oxford

2. The concept of 'cultural capital,' a significant contribution to understanding
social class and education, was first extensively theorized and popularized by which
sociologist?

A) Max Weber

B) Émile Durkheim

C) Pierre Bourdieu
D) Karl Marx

3. Who is credited with coining the term 'ideology' in its modern, critical sense,
referring to a system of beliefs that often serves the interests of the ruling class?

A) Antonio Gramsci

B) Louis Althusser

C) Karl Marx
D) Georg Lukács

4. The Birmingham School's influential work in Cultural Studies, particularly in the
1970s and 80s, pioneered the analysis of which of the following as sites of cultural
meaning and power?

A) Ancient Greek theatre

B) Renaissance painting

C) Working-class subcultures
D) Medieval illuminated manuscripts

5. Which foundational text, published in 1977 by Stuart Hall and others, is considered
a landmark in the development of Cultural Studies by analyzing representations in the
media?

A) 'The Study of Culture' by Edward Burnett Tylor

B) 'Culture and Society' by Raymond Williams

C) 'Resistance Through Rituals: Youth Subcultures in Post-War Britain'
D) 'Mythologies' by Roland Barthes
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6. The concept of the 'public sphere,' crucial for understanding democratic discourse
and media's role, was first systematically developed by which German philosopher?

A) Friedrich Nietzsche

B) Martin Heidegger

C) Jürgen Habermas
D) Theodor Adorno

7. The influential theoretical framework of 'encoding/decoding' in media studies,
which posits how audiences interpret media messages, was developed by which key figure
associated with the CCCS?

A) Richard Hoggart

B) Stuart Hall
C) Raymond Williams

D) E.P. Thompson

8. The early development of Cultural Studies in Britain was heavily influenced by the
Marxist analysis of 'hegemony,' a concept first elaborated by which Italian Marxist
theorist?

A) Vladimir Lenin

B) Leon Trotsky

C) Antonio Gramsci
D) Nikolai Bukharin

9. Which of the following theoretical approaches, focusing on signs and symbols, was a
foundational 'invention' that significantly impacted early Cultural Studies' analysis
of meaning-making?

A) Behaviorism

B) Structuralism (particularly semiotics)
C) Existentialism

D) Positivism

10. The critical examination of popular culture as a legitimate area of academic
study, moving beyond elitist notions of culture, was a key 'discovery' and emphasis of
early Cultural Studies, notably championed by which scholar?

A) Matthew Arnold

B) T.S. Eliot

C) Raymond Williams
D) F.R. Leavis
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