
Advanced Continents and Oceans Trivia
Continents & Oceans  ·  Practice Test  ·  20 Questions

1. Which of the following tectonic plates is primarily responsible for the formation
of the Mid-Atlantic Ridge, a significant underwater mountain range?

A) Pacific Plate

B) Nazca Plate

C) Eurasian Plate

D) North American Plate

2. The 'Ring of Fire' is a horseshoe-shaped zone of intense seismic and volcanic
activity. Which ocean is most directly associated with this phenomenon?

A) Indian Ocean

B) Atlantic Ocean

C) Arctic Ocean

D) Pacific Ocean

3. What geological process is primarily responsible for the formation of the Mariana
Trench, the deepest oceanic trench on Earth?

A) Seafloor spreading

B) Volcanic arc formation

C) Subduction of oceanic crust

D) Continental drift

4. The continental shelf is a submerged extension of a continent. Which continent has
the widest continental shelf in the world?

A) Africa

B) Australia

C) North America

D) Asia

5. The abyssal plains, covering vast areas of the ocean floor, are characterized by
their:

A) High volcanic activity

B) Steep underwater cliffs

C) Extremely flat and smooth topography

D) Significant coral reef systems
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6. Pangaea was a supercontinent that existed during the late Paleozoic and early
Mesozoic eras. Which present-day landmasses were NOT part of Pangaea?

A) South America

B) Africa

C) Antarctica

D) Madagascar

7. The formation of the Great Rift Valley in East Africa is primarily attributed to:

A) The collision of tectonic plates

B) The pulling apart of tectonic plates

C) The erosion by large rivers

D) The impact of meteorites

8. Which ocean is the smallest and is largely covered by ice for most of the year?

A) Indian Ocean

B) South Atlantic Ocean

C) Arctic Ocean

D) Southern Ocean

9. The process of erosion by ocean currents and waves is most significant in shaping
which feature?

A) Mid-ocean ridges

B) Abyssal plains

C) Continental slopes

D) Coastal landforms

10. The deepest point in the Atlantic Ocean is the Puerto Rico Trench. What geological
process created this trench?

A) Seafloor spreading

B) Collision of the North American and Caribbean plates

C) Subduction of the North American plate beneath the Caribbean plate

D) Volcanic activity along a transform fault

11. Which continent is entirely located in the Southern Hemisphere and is
characterized by its extremely low population density and harsh climate?

A) South America

B) Australia

C) Antarctica

D) Africa
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12. The continental divide on the North American continent separates drainage basins
flowing towards which two major oceans?

A) Arctic and Atlantic

B) Pacific and Atlantic

C) Arctic and Pacific

D) Atlantic and Indian

13. Hydrothermal vents, often supporting unique ecosystems, are commonly found near:

A) Continental shelves

B) Seamounts

C) Mid-ocean ridges

D) Abyssal plains

14. The Himalayas, the world's highest mountain range, were formed by the collision of
which two continental plates?

A) African and Eurasian

B) Indo-Australian and Eurasian

C) North American and Pacific

D) South American and African

15. The 'Roaring Forties' and 'Furious Fifties' are terms used to describe the strong
westerly winds found in which ocean?

A) North Atlantic Ocean

B) South Pacific Ocean

C) Southern Ocean

D) Indian Ocean

16. What is the primary difference between a continental glacier and an ice sheet?

A) Continental glaciers are found only in the Northern Hemisphere, while ice sheets are

found in both.

B) Ice sheets are much larger, covering vast land areas, whereas continental glaciers are

smaller and confined to valleys.

C) Continental glaciers are formed by freshwater ice, while ice sheets are formed from

saltwater ice.

D) Ice sheets are actively flowing rivers of ice, while continental glaciers are stationary.

17. The process of isostasy explains the vertical movement of the Earth's crust. Which
of the following is a direct consequence of isostatic adjustment?

A) The formation of volcanic islands

B) The uplift of land after the melting of glaciers

C) The widening of oceanic trenches

D) The creation of submarine canyons
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18. Which ocean basin is the deepest on average?

A) Atlantic Ocean

B) Indian Ocean

C) Pacific Ocean

D) Southern Ocean

19. The Aleutian Trench is a significant oceanic feature formed by the subduction of
which plate under another?

A) North American Plate under the Pacific Plate

B) Pacific Plate under the North American Plate

C) Pacific Plate under the Eurasian Plate

D) Philippine Plate under the Eurasian Plate

20. The term 'tectonic plates' refers to the large, rigid slabs of the Earth's
lithosphere. What is the primary driving force behind their movement?

A) Tidal forces from the Moon and Sun

B) Earth's magnetic field

C) Convection currents in the Earth's mantle

D) The gravitational pull of other planets
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