
Cosmic Melodies: Music History Facts
Music History  ·  Answer Key  ·  20 Questions

1. Which planet is famously associated with the opera 'The Planets' by Gustav Holst?

A) Mars
B) Jupiter

C) Venus

D) Saturn

2. The discovery of which celestial body in 1781 led to increased interest in
astronomy among composers, influencing some musical works?

A) Uranus
B) Neptune

C) Pluto

D) Ceres

3. Which musical instrument is often metaphorically referred to as 'the king of
instruments' and shares its name with a famous planet?

A) Organ
B) Piano

C) Harpsichord

D) Celesta

4. The concept of ' musica universalis ' or 'music of the spheres' was a philosophical
idea in ancient Greece that linked the movement of celestial bodies to:

A) Harmony
B) Chaos

C) Silence

D) Noise

5. In many cultures, the Moon has inspired music. Which of these classical
compositions is known for its moonlit imagery?

A) Beethoven's 'Moonlight Sonata'
B) Mozart's 'Jupiter Symphony'

C) Bach's 'Brandenburg Concertos'

D) Vivaldi's 'Four Seasons'

6. The 'Cosmic' in 'Cosmic Cantata' by composer Jon Lord refers to:

A) The Universe
B) A Specific Star

C) A Musical Scale

D) An Ancient Myth
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7. Which early composer wrote a motet titled 'In universo ' (In the Universe)?

A) Guillaume Du Fay
B) Josquin des Prez

C) Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina

D) Claudio Monteverdi

8. The composition 'Ad Astra' (To the Stars) by composer Edward Elgar is a musical
piece that evokes the theme of:

A) Space exploration
B) Constellations

C) Mythological figures

D) Planetary orbits

9. The concept of ' celestial harmony ' was often depicted musically using:

A) Perfect intervals
B) Dissonant chords

C) Random notes

D) Monophonic melodies

10. Which composer, known for his works inspired by nature, also composed music that
has been interpreted as reflecting the vastness of space?

A) Claude Debussy
B) Ludwig van Beethoven

C) Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

D) Johann Sebastian Bach

11. The term 'nova' in music, as in the composition 'Nova' by composer Michael Torke,
typically refers to:

A) A new star that suddenly becomes much brighter
B) A specific type of musical instrument

C) A rare astronomical event

D) A constellation pattern

12. Which planet's prominent rings have inspired visual and sonic imagery in art and
music throughout history?

A) Saturn
B) Jupiter

C) Mars

D) Earth
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13. The idea of the 'ether' as a celestial substance has influenced some musical
interpretations of:

A) The heavens
B) The earth's core

C) Ocean depths

D) Volcanic eruptions

14. The discovery of the planet Neptune in 1846 coincided with a period of significant
development in which musical era?

A) The Romantic era
B) The Baroque era

C) The Classical era

D) The Renaissance era

15. Composers like Richard Strauss evoked imagery of the cosmos in works such as 'Also
sprach Zarathustra', which is famously associated with:

A) Sunrise over the Earth
B) The moon landing

C) A meteor shower

D) The rings of Saturn

16. The 'Starry Night' motif in music often evokes feelings of wonder and:

A) Mystery
B) Joy

C) Sadness

D) Anger

17. The concept of an 'unmoved mover' in ancient philosophy, influencing notions of
cosmic order, has sometimes been musically represented by:

A) A steady, unchanging tempo
B) Rapidly changing rhythms

C) Sudden dynamic shifts

D) Atonal harmonies

18. Which composer wrote 'Cosmos' Symphony, a work that explicitly aims to capture the
vastness of space?

A) Charles Ives
B) John Cage

C) Philip Glass

D) Steve Reich
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19. The phases of the Moon have inspired musical compositions focusing on:

A) Cycles and change
B) Solitude and quiet

C) Energy and movement

D) Growth and decay

20. The concept of 'gravitational pull' as a force in the universe has sometimes been
musically explored through:

A) Melodic descent and ascent
B) Harmonic progressions

C) Rhythmic patterns

D) Timbre variations
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