
Typography's Pioneering Moments
Typography  ·  Answer Key  ·  20 Questions

1. Who is credited with inventing the first movable type printing press in Europe
around 1440?

A) William Caxton

B) Aldus Manutius

C) Johannes Gutenberg
D) Nicolas Jenson

2. What was the name of the first major book printed using movable type in the West,
published in the 1450s?

A) The Canterbury Tales

B) The Gutenberg Bible
C) The Book of Kells

D) The Aldine Press Virgil

3. In what century did the invention of the printing press with movable type by Bi
Sheng in China first occur?

A) 10th century

B) 11th century
C) 12th century

D) 13th century

4. What significant typographic innovation is attributed to William Caslon in the 18th
century?

A) The development of sans-serif typefaces

B) The creation of the first italic font

C) The design of a widely influential and enduring serif typeface
D) The invention of lithography

5. Which typeface, designed by John Baskerville in the mid-18th century, is known for
its increased contrast between thick and thin strokes?

A) Garamond

B) Times New Roman

C) Baskerville
D) Bodoni
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6. Who is credited with inventing the first mechanical typesetter, the Linotype
machine, in the late 19th century?

A) Tolbert Lanston

B) Ottmar Mergenthaler
C) Herman Ridder

D) Alexander Bain

7. What was the primary advantage of the Linotype machine over earlier printing
methods?

A) It allowed for the printing of color images

B) It cast entire lines of type at once
C) It enabled the use of digital fonts

D) It was significantly faster for small print runs

8. The development of 'Old Style' or 'Garamond' typefaces is most closely associated
with which century?

A) 15th century

B) 16th century
C) 17th century

D) 18th century

9. What type of printing, invented by Alois Senefelder in 1796, uses a plane surface
and water-repellent ink?

A) Letterpress

B) Offset printing

C) Lithography
D) Gravure printing

10. Which typeface family, designed by Paul Renner in the late 1920s, is a highly
influential example of a geometric sans-serif?

A) Helvetica

B) Futura
C) Univers

D) Akzidenz-Grotesk

11. The Monotype machine, which cast type character by character, was invented by
whom?

A) Ottmar Mergenthaler

B) Tolbert Lanston
C) Herman Ridder

D) Alexander Bain
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12. The first widely successful digital typeface designed for computer screens,
released in 1984, was:

A) Arial

B) Times New Roman

C) Palatino

D) Chicago

13. Who is considered the father of modern typography for his influential book 'The
Art of Printing' published in 1569?

A) Aldus Manutius

B) Geoffroy Tory
C) Claude Garamond

D) William Caxton

14. What significant invention by Gutenberg, in addition to movable type, greatly
improved the printing process?

A) The printing press with a movable platen
B) The rotary printing press

C) The offset lithographic press

D) The steam-powered printing press

15. The invention of the first successful mechanical typewriter is often credited to:

A) Christopher Latham Sholes
B) Thomas Edison

C) Alexander Graham Bell

D) Elias Howe

16. Which famous printer and humanist is known for developing italic type and the
Aldine Press in Venice during the late 15th and early 16th centuries?

A) Nicolas Jenson

B) William Caxton

C) Aldus Manutius
D) Francesco Griffo

17. The early development of phototypesetting, which used light to project characters
onto photographic paper, began to gain traction in which century?

A) 18th century

B) 19th century

C) 20th century
D) 21st century
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18. What significant typographic advancement occurred with the introduction of
PostScript by Adobe in 1982?

A) It enabled the creation of vector graphics

B) It standardized the way text and graphics were rendered on printers and screens
C) It led to the development of the first digital fonts

D) It automated the typesetting process

19. Who designed the iconic 'Helvetica' typeface, first released in 1957?

A) Adrian Frutiger

B) Max Miedinger
C) Massimo Vignelli

D) Jan Tschichold

20. The invention of the 'hot metal typesetting' process, which revolutionized
newspaper printing, refers to:

A) Lithography

B) Letterpress and Linotype/Monotype
C) Offset printing

D) Screen printing
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