
Advanced Advertising History Quiz
Advertising History  ·  Answer Key  ·  19 Questions

1. Which ancient civilization is credited with the earliest known form of advertising,
using wall paintings and inscriptions for commercial purposes?

A) Ancient Greece

B) Ancient Rome

C) Ancient Egypt

D) Mesopotamia

2. The 'Ayat' or public crier was a common method of advertising in which historical
period and region?

A) Medieval Europe

B) Renaissance Italy

C) Islamic Golden Age
D) Imperial China

3. What significant innovation in printing technology in the 15th century laid the
groundwork for the mass production of advertisements?

A) The rotary press

B) The lithographic process

C) Gutenberg's movable type
D) The steam-powered cylinder press

4. The first regularly published newspaper advertisement in England appeared in which
publication and year?

A) The London Gazette, 1647
B) The Tatler, 1709

C) The Public Advertiser, 1729

D) The Gentleman's Magazine, 1731

5. Which British advertising agency, founded in 1812, is recognized as one of the
oldest continuously operating advertising firms in the world?

A) J. Walter Thompson
B) Ogilvy & Mather

C) Saatchi & Saatchi

D) W. H. Smith
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6. The development of which advertising medium in the late 19th century drastically
changed the visual landscape of advertising, moving beyond text-heavy formats?

A) Radio

B) Cinema

C) Outdoor billboards

D) Illustrated magazines

7. What revolutionary advertising concept, popularized by Claude Hopkins, emphasized
scientific methods and measurable results in ad creation?

A) Brand building

B) Emotional appeals

C) Reason-why advertising
D) Testimonials

8. The first successful radio advertisement in the United States aired in 1922 for
what product?

A) Toothpaste

B) A real estate development
C) Cigarettes

D) Breakfast cereal

9. Who is credited with coining the term 'USP' (Unique Selling Proposition) in the
1940s, a foundational concept in advertising strategy?

A) David Ogilvy

B) Leo Burnett

C) Rosser Reeves
D) Bill Bernbach

10. The rise of television in the mid-20th century led to the creation of what new
advertising format, replacing static print ads as the dominant form?

A) Infomercials

B) Television commercials (spots)
C) Sponsored content

D) Product placement

11. What advertising campaign, launched in 1969 for Volkswagen, is widely considered a
landmark in modern advertising for its minimalist, honest, and witty approach?

A) "The Ultimate Driving Machine"

B) "Think Different"
C) "It's not nice to fool Mother Nature"

D) "You're in good hands with Allstate"
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12. The concept of 'Mad Men' often refers to the golden age of advertising in New York
City, primarily during which decades?

A) 1920s-1930s

B) 1940s-1950s

C) 1950s-1960s
D) 1970s-1980s

13. Which advertising pioneer established the first agency to offer creative services
and is known for his emphasis on elegant design and persuasive copy?

A) J. Walter Thompson

B) David Ogilvy
C) Bill Bernbach

D) Frank H. Rowland

14. The introduction of which technology in the late 1980s and early 1990s began the
shift towards digital advertising and the internet as a marketing platform?

A) Fax machines

B) Personal computers

C) The World Wide Web
D) CD-ROMs

15. What term describes early internet advertising, often characterized by banners and
pop-ups, that emerged in the mid-1990s?

A) Social media marketing

B) Search engine marketing

C) Programmatic advertising

D) Online display advertising

16. Which advertising agency, founded by Doyle Dane Bernbach, revolutionized
advertising in the 1960s with its focus on creativity, humor, and client
collaboration?

A) Young & Rubicam

B) Benton & Bowles

C) Doyle Dane Bernbach (DDB)
D) McCann Erickson

17. The emergence of the internet allowed for what type of advertising that targets
users based on their past browsing history and online behavior?

A) Geotargeting

B) Behavioral targeting
C) Demographic targeting

D) Contextual advertising
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18. What significant advertising event occurred in 1954 with the first national
telecast of a specific sporting event, opening new avenues for advertisers?

A) The first Super Bowl

B) The World Series
C) The Masters Tournament

D) The Olympic Games

19. The 'War on Poverty' in the United States during the 1960s saw the implementation
of advertising campaigns aimed at social change, notably for:

A) Environmental protection

B) Public health initiatives
C) Consumer rights

D) Urban renewal
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