Genealogy: Historical Facts and Verified Events

Genealogy - Practice Test - 17 Questions

1. Which of the following historical documents is often considered one of the earliest
surviving systematic genealogical records, commissioned by William the Conqueror?

A) The Domesday Book

B) The Magna Carta

C) The Bayeux Tapestry

D) The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle

2. The concept of 'vital records' in genealogy typically refers to official
documentation of which life events?

A) Births, marriages, and deaths
B) Land ownership and wills

C) Military service and pensions
D) Citizenship and naturalization

3. What was the primary purpose of parish registers in England from the 16th century
onwards, making them invaluable for genealogists?

A) To record baptisms, marriages, and burials for religious and administrative purposes
B) To track taxable income and property ownership

C) To document royal lineage and noble titles

D) To list all inhabitants for census purposes

4. The Ellis Island Immigration Station, a major gateway to the United States,
processed immigrants primarily during which historical period?

A) Late 19th and early 20th centuries (1892-1954)
B) Colonial era (17th and 18th centuries)

C) Post-World War 1l (1945-1965)

D) Mid-19th century (1840-1870)

5. What significant change in record-keeping occurred in many Western countries
following the Enlightenment and the rise of modern nation-states, impacting
genealogical research?

A) Increased centralization and standardization of civil registration
B) A decline in church record-keeping

C) The introduction of universal digital record-keeping

D) A focus solely on royal and aristocratic genealogies
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6. The US Federal Census, which began in 1790, was initially mandated for what primary
purpose?

A) To determine representation in Congress and direct taxation

B) To track potential military conscripts

C) To document land ownership for westward expansion

D) To monitor immigration patterns

7. In the context of early American colonial records, what were 'indentured servants'?

A) Individuals who agreed to work for a set number of years in exchange for passage to the
colonies

B) Native American tribes bound by treaty

C) Early settlers receiving land grants from the Crown

D) Convicts transported to the colonies as punishment

8. The Surname distribution patterns in historical populations are often influenced by
migration, occupation, and geographical settlement. What is a common reason for the
prevalence of certain surnames in specific regions?

A) Patronymic naming conventions (e.g., 'son of') or place-based names
B) A deliberate royal decree to standardize names

C) Random assignment by local officials

D) Influence of recent, large-scale foreign invasions

9. What type of historical record might detail an individual's service and potential
land grants received for military duty, particularly during periods of expansion or
conflict?

A) Military pension files or muster rolls
B) Church confessionals

C) Guild membership records

D) Royal court diaries

10. The practice of maintaining family Bibles with handwritten entries for births,
marriages, and deaths was a significant genealogical resource before the widespread
availability of official vital records. Where did this practice primarily originate?

A) Protestant traditions, particularly among literate families

B) Ancient Roman legal customs

C) Medieval monastic scriptoriums

D) Early Chinese imperial record-keeping
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11. When researching ancestral land ownership, what historical record would be most
relevant for understanding property transfers and inheritance in many European and
colonial systems?

A) Deeds, land grants, and probate records (wills and estate inventories)
B) Tax assessment rolls for livestock

C) Church tithe records

D) Records of fishing licenses

12. The discovery of ancient Roman genealogical records, though fragmentary, primarily
comes from what types of archaeological findings?

A) Inscriptions on tombstones, public monuments, and private artifacts
B) Literary works describing everyday life

C) Agricultural tools and implements

D) Military battle plans

13. What historical event in the United States led to the creation of extensive
records detailing the emancipation and subsequent lives of formerly enslaved people,
crucial for African American genealogy?

A) The American Civil War and Reconstruction
B) The California Gold Rush

C) The Industrial Revolution

D) The Prohibition Era

14. The process of tracing lineage through a series of official documents often relies
on understanding naming conventions. What is a common example of a patronymic surname?
A) Johnson (son of John)
B) Miller (occupation)
C) Hill (location)
D) Smith (occupation)

15. In British genealogy, what was the primary function of the Hearth Tax records,
implemented in the 17th century?

A) To levy taxes based on the number of hearths (fireplaces) in a household
B) To document the spiritual adherence of households

C) To track ownership of livestock

D) To record literacy rates
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16. What significant development in the 19th century greatly improved the
accessibility and portability of genealogical information for a wider audience?
A) The invention of the printing press and mass production of books
B) The creation of early computers
C) The development of microfilm technology
D) The widespread adoption of the internet

17. For genealogists researching ancestors who lived in regions under the control of
the Spanish Empire, what type of record might provide information on baptism,
marriage, and death, especially within Catholic parishes?

A) Parish registers (libros parroquiales)

B) Royal decrees

C) Inquisition records

D) Trade guild manifests
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