
Music and the Natural World
Music Appreciation  ·  Practice Test  ·  10 Questions

1. Which composer is famously associated with the "Pastoral" Symphony, which
explicitly depicts scenes from nature, including a "thunderstorm" and a "shepherd's
song"?

A) Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

B) Ludwig van Beethoven

C) Johann Sebastian Bach

D) Frédéric Chopin

2. The musical instrument known as the 'ocarina' is often shaped to resemble what
natural object?

A) A seashell

B) A bird's egg

C) A pinecone

D) A smooth river stone

3. Which bird's song was famously imitated and incorporated into Olivier Messiaen's
"Catalogue d'oiseaux" (Catalogue of Birds)?

A) Nightingale

B) Sparrow

C) Nuthatch

D) Blackbird

4. The "Rainforest" album by composer and environmentalist Paul Winter features
extensive use of the sound of what large mammal?

A) Elephant

B) Whale

C) Rhino

D) Hippopotamus

5. What natural phenomenon inspired the "Moonlight Sonata" by Ludwig van Beethoven,
according to popular (though not historically confirmed) accounts?

A) A volcanic eruption

B) The aurora borealis

C) A tranquil lake at night

D) A desert mirage
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6. The "Danse Macabre" by Camille Saint-Saëns famously uses the xylophone to
represent the rattling of what?

A) Rustling leaves

B) Falling acorns

C) Bones

D) Ice cracking

7. The traditional wind instrument known as the didgeridoo, originating from
Indigenous Australians, is often made from the hollowed trunk of which type of tree?

A) Eucalyptus

B) Acacia

C) Sandalwood

D) Wattle

8. Which of these musical pieces is known for its programmatic depiction of an "Alpine
Symphony," complete with a summit climb and a storm?

A) Richard Strauss

B) Gustav Mahler

C) Arnold Schoenberg

D) Igor Stravinsky

9. The sound of cicadas, an insect common in many temperate and tropical regions, has
been sampled and used in modern electronic music to evoke a sense of what?

A) Winter chill

B) Desert heat

C) Spring bloom

D) Autumn harvest

10. What natural sound is often mimicked by the 'trills' and 'runs' in a composer's
work, leading to associations with specific bird calls?

A) The crashing of waves

B) The howling of wind

C) The chirping of crickets

D) The flow of a stream
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