The Evolution of Playthings: A Toy History Challenge

Toy History - Practice Test - 15 Questions

1. Which ancient civilization is credited with creating some of the earliest known
dolls, often made from clay or ivory and found in burial sites?

A) Ancient Egypt

B) Mesopotamia

C) Indus Valley Civilization
D) Ancient Greece

2. What was the primary material used for the earliest commercially produced tin toys
in the 19th century, often depicting soldiers and vehicles?

A) Cast Iron

B) Brass

C) Tin Plate

D) Aluminum

3. The invention of which material in the early 20th century revolutionized toy
manufacturing by allowing for lighter, more colorful, and mass-producible designs?
A) Celluloid
B) Bakelite
C) PVC (Polyvinyl Chloride)
D) ABS Plastic

4. Which iconic toy, designed by Ruth Handler and introduced in 1959, was inspired by
a German doll named Bild Lilli and changed the landscape of doll play?

A) Chatty Cathy

B) Tressy

C) Barbie

D) Cabbage Patch Kid

5. What type of wooden construction toy, patented in 1914, allowed children to build
intricate structures with interlocking pieces, fostering creativity and engineering
skills?

A) Lincoln Logs

B) Erector Set

C) K'nex

D) Meccano
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6. The first mass-produced teddy bears, named after which U.S. President, became a
global phenomenon in the early 1900s?

A) Theodore Roosevelt
B) Abraham Lincoln

C) George Washington
D) Thomas Jefferson

7. Which board game, invented by Alfred Mosher Butts and first published in 1938, uses
lettered tiles to form words and was initially called 'Lexiko'?

A) Monopoly

B) Scrabble

C) Clue

D) Risk

8. The creation of the Slinky in 1943 was an accidental discovery made by naval
engineer Richard James while working on what type of equipment?

A) Spring-loaded devices for ships
B) Suspension systems for aircraft
C) Automated gun stabilizers

D) Mechanical calculators

9. What early 20th-century toy, designed by Frank Hornby, allowed children to
construct vehicles and structures using interlocking metal parts and nuts and bolts?
A) Meccano
B) Erector Set
C) Tinkertoys
D) K'nex

10. The first commercially successful video game console, released in 1972, was the
Magnavox Odyssey. What was its successor that truly popularized home video gaming?
A) Atari 2600
B) ColecoVision
C) Intellivision
D) Nintendo Entertainment System

11. Which building toy system, invented by Ole Kirk Christiansen in Denmark, initially
began with wooden toys before transitioning to the iconic plastic interlocking bricks
we know today?

A) Duplo

B) Lego

C) Meccano

D) K'nex
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12. What popular action figure, first released by Hasbro in 1964, was initially
marketed as a 'doll for boys' and depicted a soldier?

A) Ken

B) G.l. Joe

C) Action Man
D) He-Man

13. The origins of the yo-yo can be traced back to ancient Greece, but it was
popularized in the United States in the early 20th century by which Filipino
immigrant?

A) Pedro Flores

B) Jose Rizal

C) Ferdinand Magellan

D) Emilio Aguinaldo

14. Which classic outdoor toy, consisting of two long handles connected by a sturdy
rope, gained immense popularity in the early 20th century for its simple yet
exhilarating play?

A) Hula Hoop

B) Jump Rope

C) Pogo Stick

D) Frisbee

15. The Hot Wheels die-cast toy cars, introduced by Mattel in 1968, were designed by
Harry Bentley Bradley. What was the original name of the company that produced these
cars?

A) Matchbox

B) Corgi

C) Dinky Toys

D) Topper Toys
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