
Medieval Innovations and Milestones
Medieval History  ·  Answer Key  ·  15 Questions

1. What is considered the first mechanical clock with a pendulum escapement, a
significant advancement in timekeeping, invented around the early 14th century?

A) Water clock (Clepsydra)

B) Sundial

C) Hourglass

D) Pendulum clock

2. Which navigational instrument, crucial for maritime exploration and dating back to
the 13th century, allowed sailors to determine latitude by observing the altitude of
celestial bodies?

A) Astrolabe
B) Sextant

C) Compass

D) Quadrant

3. The development of the heavy plow, a transformative agricultural tool that
significantly increased food production and allowed for cultivation of heavier soils,
originated in which region during the early Middle Ages?

A) Mediterranean Basin

B) Eastern Europe

C) Northern Europe
D) Central Asia

4. What architectural innovation, widely adopted in Romanesque and Gothic cathedrals,
allowed for the construction of larger, lighter buildings with expansive windows and
soaring vaults?

A) Corbel arch

B) Post-and-lintel system

C) Pointed arch
D) Dome

5. The introduction of eyeglasses to correct vision is often attributed to which
European region around the late 13th century?

A) France

B) England

C) Italy
D) Spain
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6. Which significant military technology, featuring a strong, flexible arc that
propelled arrows with considerable force, saw widespread use and evolution throughout
the medieval period?

A) Catapult

B) Ballista

C) Longbow
D) Trebuchet

7. The invention of the spinning wheel, a more efficient method for producing yarn
compared to the drop spindle, first appeared in Europe during which century?

A) 9th Century

B) 11th Century

C) 13th Century
D) 15th Century

8. The development of gunpowder, though originating in China, was first introduced to
Europe and subsequently adapted for military use during which century?

A) 8th Century

B) 10th Century

C) 13th Century
D) 15th Century

9. What form of legal and economic organization, characterized by lords granting land
to vassals in exchange for military service and loyalty, was a defining feature of
medieval society?

A) Mercantilism

B) Guild System

C) Feudalism
D) Manorialism

10. The first universities in Europe, centers of higher learning and scholarly
pursuit, began to emerge in the late 11th and early 12th centuries. Which of these was
among the earliest?

A) University of Oxford

B) University of Paris

C) University of Bologna
D) University of Cambridge
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11. What crucial navigational tool, invented in China and later adopted in Europe
around the 11th century, allowed sailors to determine direction by aligning with the
Earth's magnetic field?

A) Sextant

B) Astrolabe

C) Magnetic compass
D) Cross-staff

12. The development of spectacle lenses to correct farsightedness is largely credited
to craftsmen in which country during the late 13th century?

A) Germany

B) England

C) Italy
D) France

13. The invention of paper money, a significant step in financial history, originated
in which civilization during the 7th century and saw wider adoption in later medieval
centuries?

A) Roman Empire

B) Persian Empire

C) Islamic Caliphates

D) Tang Dynasty China

14. What agricultural innovation, introduced to Europe around the 8th century,
significantly improved crop yields and allowed for more efficient land use through a
system of crop rotation?

A) Terracing

B) Three-field system
C) Irrigation canals

D) Crop hybridization

15. The development of the printing press with movable type, a revolutionary invention
for mass communication, is generally attributed to Johannes Gutenberg in which
century?

A) 13th Century

B) 14th Century

C) 15th Century
D) 16th Century
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