
Semiotics for Young Explorers
Semiotics  ·  Practice Test  ·  10 Questions

1. In semiotics, what is the term for something that stands for or suggests something
else, like a red traffic light meaning 'stop'?

A) A symbol

B) A concept

C) A signal

D) An icon

2. Ferdinand de Saussure, a key figure in semiotics, proposed that a sign is made up
of two parts. What are these two parts called?

A) Signifier and Signified

B) Sender and Receiver

C) Code and Message

D) Meaning and Form

3. Which of these is an example of an 'indexical sign' - a sign that has a direct,
physical connection to what it represents?

A) Smoke from a fire

B) A picture of a cat

C) The letter 'A'

D) A heart emoji

4. When a picture of a lion is used to represent the concept of 'lion', what type of
sign is it, according to Charles Sanders Peirce?

A) An icon

B) An index

C) A symbol

D) A pictogram

5. What does the term 'denotation' refer to in semiotics?

A) The literal, dictionary meaning of a sign

B) The emotional feeling a sign evokes

C) The hidden meaning of a sign

D) The cultural context of a sign
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6. Consider a skull and crossbones symbol. While it literally depicts a skull and
bones, what is its common 'connotation' or associated meaning?

A) Danger or poison

B) Death and rebirth

C) Pirates and treasure

D) Halloween decorations

7. A stop sign is a red octagon with white lettering. The shape and color together
form the 'signifier'. What is the 'signified' in this case?

A) The command to stop

B) The road ahead

C) Other cars

D) The act of driving

8. Which type of sign directly represents its object by virtue of likeness, like a
smiley face emoji representing happiness?

A) Icon

B) Index

C) Symbol

D) Analogy

9. In the study of semiotics, what is a 'code'?

A) A system of signs and rules that allows meaning to be understood

B) A secret message

C) A type of language

D) A historical document

10. When we see the word 'dog', the letters D-O-G are the 'signifier'. What is the
'signified' by this word?

A) The actual animal, a dog

B) The sound of barking

C) A leash

D) A dog bone
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