Geographical Determinants in Advanced Sociological Theory

Advanced Sociology - Answer Key - 15 Questions

1. Which geographical feature has been argued to significantly influence the
development of complex states and urban centers due to its role in facilitating
large-scale agriculture and transportation?

A) High mountain ranges
B) Vast desert expanses
C) Major river valleys
D) Tropical rainforests

2. The concept of 'core-periphery' in world-systems theory, as theorized by Immanuel
Wallerstein, is often geographically mapped. Which of the following is generally
considered a historical 'core’ region in the early stages of global capitalism,
exhibiting high levels of industrialization and capital accumulation?

A) Sub-Saharan Africa
B) Southeast Asia

C) Western Europe
D) South America

3. The demographic transition model, a fundamental concept in historical sociology,
describes population changes. Which geographical region historically experienced the
earliest and most pronounced stages of this transition, leading to significant

societal shifts?

A) East Asia

B) North America

C) Australia and New Zealand
D) Europe

4. In the study of social movements and diffusion of ideas, geographical proximity
plays a crucial role. The 'Arab Spring' uprisings, for instance, demonstrated a rapid
spread through which contiguous geographical area, facilitated by shared cultural and
political contexts?

A) The Balkan Peninsula

B) The Middle East and North Africa
C) The Indian Subcontinent

D) The Andes Mountains region
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5. Theories of environmental sociology often link resource availability to social
conflict and development. Which geological resource is most prominently associated
with the historical development of industrial capitalism in regions like the United
Kingdom and the Ruhr Valley in Germany?

A) Bauxite
B) Diamonds
C) Coal

D) Uranium

6. The study of nation-building often considers geographical boundaries and natural
defenses. Which of the following countries, due to its island geography, has
historically been relatively protected from large-scale land invasions, influencing
its political and social development?

A) Switzerland

B) Mongolia

C) Japan

D) Afghanistan

7. The concept of 'spatial inequality' is central to critical urban sociology. In
which continent are megacities with significant slums and informal settlements most
prevalent, reflecting rapid urbanization and uneven development?

A) North America

B) Europe

C) Africa and Asia

D) Oceania

8. Theories of globalization often discuss the role of transportation infrastructure.
Which geographical region, historically known for its vast canal systems and river
networks, played a crucial role in early global trade routes connecting East and West?

A) The Amazon Basin

B) The Sahara Desert

C) Mesopotamia

D) The Arctic Circle

9. The sociological study of migration patterns is heavily influenced by geographical
and political boundaries. The historical Silk Road primarily connected which two major
geographical regions through trade and cultural exchange?

A) Europe and North America

B) East Asia and the Mediterranean

C) South America and Africa

D) Australia and Antarctica
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10. The 'Tragedy of the Commons' theory, applied to environmental sociology, often
concerns shared resources. Which large, geographically distinct area exemplifies a
shared resource that has faced significant challenges of overuse and management due to
its international nature?

A) The Amazon Rainforest

B) The North Atlantic Ocean
C) The Gobi Desert

D) The Himalayas

11. The spatial distribution of ethnic groups and their integration into larger
societies can be influenced by geographical features. In the United States, which
geographical region has historically been a primary destination for significant waves
of immigration from Mexico and Central America?

A) The Northeast

B) The Midwest

C) The Southwest

D) The Pacific Northwest

12. Theories of political sociology and state formation often consider the advantages
of defensible borders. Which country, renowned for its mountainous terrain, has
historically been difficult to conquer, contributing to its long-standing independence
and unique cultural development?

A) Egypt

B) Brazil

C) Nepal

D) Thailand

13. The diffusion of religious ideas and practices is a key area in the sociology of
religion. The spread of Buddhism from its origin point to other parts of Asia was
significantly facilitated by trade routes that traversed which geographical area?
A) The Scandinavian Peninsula
B) The Central Asian Steppes and Himalayan passes

C) The Canadian Shield
D) The Iberian Peninsula

Quixly | This material was auto-generated. Quixly is not liable for errors or omissions. Visit quixlylearn.com to report corrections



14. Theories of development sociology often examine the impact of climate on economic
activity. Which continent, largely characterized by arid and semi-arid climates, faces
significant geographical challenges for agricultural development and requires
extensive irrigation systems?

A) Europe

B) North America

C) Australia

D) Africa

15. The concept of 'cultural landscapes' in historical sociology highlights the
interaction between human societies and their environment. The unique terraced
agriculture found in regions like the rice paddies of Southeast Asia is a direct
adaptation to which geographical characteristic?

A) Vast grasslands

B) Steep, hilly terrains

C) Volcanic plains

D) Arctic tundra
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