The History and Mathematics of Card Games

History And Mathematics - Answer Key - 12 Questions

1. In a standard 52-card deck, what is the exact probability of drawing a red face
card (Jack, Queen, or King) in a single draw?

A) 1/52

B) 3/52

C) 6/52

D) 13/52

2. Which historical region is credited with the invention of the earliest known
playing cards, appearing during the 9th-century Tang Dynasty?

A) Persia

B) China

C) Egypt
D) India

3. What is the specific historical term for the suit symbols (Hearts, Diamonds, Clubs,
Spades) used on cards, which evolved from French designs in the 15th century?

A) Pips

B) Glyphs

C) Sigils

D) Emblems

4. In the standard French-suited deck, which historical or mythical figure is
traditionally depicted on the King of Hearts?

A) Julius Caesar

B) Alexander the Great
C) Charlemagne

D) King David

5. If you are playing a game that uses a full deck excluding the jokers, how many
cards must be removed to ensure that at least one card of every suit remains if you
are drawing 40 cards?

A)1

B) 3

C) 12

D) 27
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6. During the 14th century, which European nation was the first to widely adopt and
manufacture playing cards, leading to the standardization of the four suits?

A) ltaly

B) France

C) Germany
D) Spain

7. What is the mathematical term for the total number of possible ways to arrange a
full deck of 52 playing cards?

A) 52 squared

B) 52 multiplied by 4
C) 52 factorial

D) 52 to the power of 4

8. Which of these suits was historically introduced to replace 'Coins' when the French
deck evolved from the Italian 'Latin' suited deck?

A) Spades

B) Clubs

C) Diamonds
D) Hearts

9. In the context of card game theory, what is the term for a game where all
information, such as the position of all cards, is visible to all players?

A) Stochastic game

B) Zero-sum game

C) Perfect information game
D) Cooperative game

10. Which card game, originating in the 17th century, is considered the direct
ancestor of modern Bridge and was popular in the British royal courts?

A) Whist

B) Pinochle

C) Canasta

D) Rummy

11. What is the sum of the numerical values of all cards in a standard deck if Aces
count as 1, Jacks as 11, Queens as 12, and Kings as 137

A) 340

B) 364

C) 380

D) 412
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12. In tarot-derived card decks, what are the 'major arcana' cards historically
referred to in gaming contexts outside of divination?

A) Trump cards

B) Court cards

C) Waste cards

D) Stock cards
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