
Foundations of Intelligence and Espionage
Intelligence & Espionage  ·  Practice Test  ·  21 Questions

1. Which ancient civilization is credited with developing some of the earliest known
espionage techniques, including the use of spies and coded messages?

A) The Roman Empire

B) Ancient Egypt

C) The Han Dynasty of China

D) Ancient Greece

2. During World War II, what was the codename for the Allied project to break German
ciphers, particularly those used by the Enigma machine?

A) Operation Barbarossa

B) Project Manhattan

C) Operation Overlord

D) The Ultra Project

3. Which famous spy agency, established in 1947, is responsible for foreign
intelligence gathering for the United States?

A) The FBI

B) MI6

C) The CIA

D) The KGB

4. What significant event in 1962 involved intelligence gathering that revealed the
presence of Soviet missile bases in Cuba, leading to a major international crisis?

A) The Bay of Pigs Invasion

B) The Cuban Missile Crisis

C) The Cuban Revolution

D) The U-2 Incident

5. The 'Venona Project' was a top-secret US counterintelligence program that decrypted
messages sent by operatives of which country during the Cold War?

A) East Germany

B) The Soviet Union

C) China

D) North Korea
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6. Which British intelligence agency is primarily responsible for signals intelligence
and cyber security?

A) MI5

B) GCHQ

C) MI6

D) SIS

7. What was the name of the Soviet intelligence agency that played a significant role
during the Cold War, known for its widespread operations and influence?

A) The GRU

B) The Stasi

C) The KGB

D) The NKVD

8. During the American Civil War, who was a prominent spy for the Confederacy, known
for her intelligence gathering and network in Washington D.C.?

A) Harriet Tubman

B) Belle Boyd

C) Clara Barton

D) Rose O'Neal Greenhow

9. The 'Enigma' machine, famously used by Germany in World War II, was a device for
what purpose?

A) Navigation

B) Communication

C) Encryption/Decryption

D) Targeting

10. Which country's intelligence service is known as the 'Mossad'?

A) Egypt

B) Israel

C) Iran

D) Syria

11. The 'Cambridge Five' were a group of Soviet spies who infiltrated which country's
intelligence services during the Cold War?

A) The United States

B) France

C) The United Kingdom

D) Canada
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12. What early form of intelligence gathering involved the use of pigeons to carry
messages?

A) Carrier Pigeon System

B) Avian Intelligence Network

C) Pigeon Post

D) Feathered Messengers

13. Which organization was the primary intelligence and security service of East
Germany (GDR)?

A) The KGB

B) The Stasi

C) The SDECE

D) The Securitate

14. The defection of which Soviet KGB officer in 1961 provided the West with crucial
information about Soviet intelligence operations and agents?

A) Oleg Gordievsky

B) Yuri Nosenko

C) Anatoly Golitsyn

D) Vitaly Yurchenko

15. What historical event saw the use of propaganda and information warfare by both
sides to influence public opinion and undermine the enemy?

A) The Napoleonic Wars

B) The American Revolutionary War

C) World War I

D) The Peloponnesian War

16. Which intelligence agency is responsible for domestic security and
counter-terrorism within the United Kingdom?

A) MI6

B) GCHQ

C) MI5

D) SIS

17. The infamous 'Berlin Tunnel' operation, built by the CIA and MI6, was designed to
do what?

A) Smuggle refugees

B) Facilitate spy exchanges

C) Tap Soviet communication lines

D) Deliver supplies to West Berlin
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18. What early 20th-century technological innovation significantly impacted espionage
by allowing for the transmission of messages across distances without physical
delivery?

A) The Telegraph

B) The Telephone

C) Radio Communication

D) The Printing Press

19. The discovery of the 'Zimmermann Telegram' during World War I was a critical
intelligence coup that influenced which country's decision to enter the war?

A) France

B) Russia

C) The United States

D) Italy

20. What is the primary function of counterintelligence?

A) Gathering foreign secrets

B) Protecting national security from foreign intelligence activity

C) Conducting covert operations

D) Analyzing economic trends

21. The OSS (Office of Strategic Services) was the precursor to which modern US
intelligence agency?

A) The NSA

B) The CIA

C) The DIA

D) The FBI
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