Exploring Classic Cinema: A Film History Study

Film History - Answer Key - 29 Questions

1. What era is often referred to as the 'Golden Age of Hollywood'?

A) 1910s-1920s
B) 1930s-1950s
C) 1960s-1970s
D) 1980s-1990s

2. Which director is known for his pioneering work in German Expressionism with films
like 'The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari'?

A) Fritz Lang

B) F.W. Murnau
C) Robert Wiene
D) G.W. Pabst

3. The transition from silent films to 'talkies' was largely completed by which
decade?

A) 1910s
B) 1920s
C) 1930s
D) 1940s

4. What iconic film, released in 1939, is often considered one of the greatest films
of all time?

A) Casablanca

B) Gone with the Wind
C) The Wizard of Oz

D) Citizen Kane

5. Which film movement, originating in Italy after World War Il, emphasized realism
and the struggles of ordinary people?

A) French New Wave

B) Neorealism

C) German Expressionism
D) Film Noir

6. Who directed the groundbreaking science fiction film 'Metropolis' (1927)?

A) Fritz Lang

B) Sergei Eisenstein
C) D.W. Griffith

D) Orson Welles
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7. The Hays Code, implemented in Hollywood, primarily aimed to:

A) Promote artistic freedom

B) Enforce moral censorship

C) Increase ticket sales

D) Encourage international distribution

8. Which French director is a key figure of the French New Wave, known for 'The 400
Blows'?

A) Jean-Luc Godard
B) Agnes Varda

C) Francois Truffaut
D) Eric Rohmer

9. What genre is characterized by cynical protagonists, femme fatales, and dark, urban
settings?

A) Western

B) Musical

C) Film Noir

D) Screwball Comedy

10. 'Citizen Kane' (1941) is renowned for its innovative use of:

A) Color cinematography

B) Sound design

C) Deep focus cinematography
D) Musical numbers

11. Which studio was known for its lavish musicals and the star system during the
Golden Age?

A) Warner Bros.

B) Paramount Pictures
C) MGM

D) 20th Century Fox

12. The Lumiére brothers are credited with:

A) Inventing the motion picture camera

B) Screening the first public film exhibition
C) Developing synchronized sound

D) Creating special effects
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13. What was the first feature-length animated film released by Disney?

A) Pinocchio

B) Fantasia

C) Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs
D) Bambi

14. The 'Spaghetti Western' genre is most closely associated with which director?

A) Alfred Hitchcock
B) Sergio Leone
C) Akira Kurosawa
D) Billy Wilder

15. Which film is considered a seminal work of the Soviet Montage movement?

A) Battleship Potemkin

B) The Birth of a Nation

C) Sunrise: A Song of Two Humans
D) The Gold Rush

16. What technological advancement in the 1950s was a response to the rise of
television?

A) Widescreen formats (e.g., CinemaScope)
B) Digital editing
C) Dolby Sound
D) 3D projection

17. Who is often called the 'Master of Suspense' for his iconic thrillers?

A) Orson Welles

B) Alfred Hitchcock
C) John Ford

D) Howard Hawks

18. The film 'Psycho' (1960) is notable for its:

A) Happy ending

B) Breaking narrative conventions
C) Lack of suspense

D) Focus on historical accuracy

19. Which of these is a classic example of a Screwball Comedy?

A) The Maltese Falcon

B) It Happened One Night
C) Double Indemnity

D) The Philadelphia Story
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20. The film 'Rashomon' (1950) by Akira Kurosawa is famous for its:

A) Linear narrative

B) Multiple perspectives on an event
C) Epic battle scenes

D) Musical score

21. What major event significantly impacted the film industry in the 1920s, leading to
the decline of many independent studios?

A) The introduction of color
B) The Great Depression
C) The advent of sound
D) The rise of television

22. Which film is often cited as a masterpiece of German Expressionism and a major
influence on the horror genre?

A) Nosferatu

B) The General

C) The Bicycle Thieves
D) City Lights

23. The concept of the 'auteur’ theory suggests that:

A) Directors are secondary to producers

B) Directors are the primary authors of their films
C) Screenwriters hold the most creative control

D) Actors dictate the film's direction

24. What was a prominent characteristic of early Hollywood Westerns?

A) Complex character development

B) Focus on moral ambiguity

C) Heroic archetypes and clear good vs. evil narratives
D) Psychological depth

25. The film '2001: A Space Odyssey' (1968) is celebrated for its:
A) Simple plot
B) Groundbreaking special effects and philosophical themes
C) Reliance on dialogue
D) Realistic portrayal of space travel

Quixly | This material was auto-generated. Quixly is not liable for errors or omissions. Visit quixlylearn.com to report corrections



26. Which director was a key figure in the development of Hollywood studio system's
narrative and visual style?

A) Charlie Chaplin
B) D.W. Griffith
C) Buster Keaton
D) Harold Lloyd

27. The term 'Film Noir' was coined by:

A) American critics
B) French critics
C) ltalian filmmakers
D) German directors

28. What film is often considered the first true 'epic' in Hollywood history?

A) Ben-Hur

B) The Ten Commandments
C) Cleopatra

D) Spartacus

29. Which of these directors is known for his influential work in silent comedy?
A) Alfred Hitchcock
B) Fritz Lang
C) Charlie Chaplin
D) Orson Welles
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