Advanced Music History Trivia

Music History - Answer Key - 16 Questions

1. Which composer, often considered the last great exponent of the Viennese Classical
style, famously left his Requiem Mass unfinished?

A) Ludwig van Beethoven

B) Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
C) Joseph Haydn

D) Franz Schubert

2. The development of the pianoforte, offering a wider dynamic range than the
harpsichord, is most closely associated with which instrument maker?

A) Antonio Stradivari

B) Bartolomeo Cristofori

C) Silbermann

D) John Broadwood

3. The Parisian E cole de Notre Dame, a seminal institution in the development of
polyphony in the late 12th and early 13th centuries, is primarily linked to the
compositions of which two figures?

A) Guillaume de Machaut and Johannes Ockeghem
B) Léonin and Pérotin

C) Hildegard of Bingen and Herrad of Landsberg

D) Carlo Gesualdo and Claudio Monteverdi

4. Which Renaissance composer is renowned for his extensive output of madrigals,
including the complex and often chromatic "Moro, lasso, al mio duolo"?

A) Josquin des Prez
B) Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina
C) Orlando di Lasso
D) Carlo Gesualdo

5. The opera seria, adominant genre in the 18th century, typically featured what kind
of libretto and vocal style?

A) Comedic plots with spoken dialogue and simple melodies

B) Mythological or historical subjects with virtuosic arias, particularly for castrati
C) Pastoral scenes with folk-like tunes and chorus participation

D) Everyday life scenarios with recitative and ensemble numbers
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6. The concept of "Sturm und Drang" (Storm and Stress) in German literature had a
musical parallel in the late 18th century, characterized by heightened emotional
expression. Which composer's early works are often cited as examples?

A) Johann Sebastian Bach

B) Christoph Willibald Gluck

C) Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach
D) George Frideric Handel

7. Which early 20th-century composer is credited with developing the twelve-tone
technique (dodecaphony), a method of musical composition that ensures all twelve notes
of the octave are sounded as equally as possible?

A) Igor Stravinsky

B) Arnold Schoenberg
C) Béla Bartok

D) Claude Debussy

8. The Etudes Op. 10 and Op. 25 by Frédéric Chopin are celebrated for their
artistic merit, transcending their pedagogical purpose. What was the primary
compositional focus of these Etudes?

A) Exploration of harmonic progressions

B) Development of specific pianistic techniques
C) Introduction of new orchestral textures

D) Expansion of fugal structures

9. Which composer, a leading figure of the Impressionist movement in music, famously
stated, "Music is the space between the notes"?

A) Maurice Ravel

B) Claude Debussy
C) Erik Satie

D) Paul Dukas

10. The development of the "Ars Nova" in 14th-century France was characterized by
significant innovations in:

A) Melismatic chant and Gregorian modes

B) Rhythmic complexity and mensural notation
C) Monophonic textures and unison singing

D) The use of specific string instruments
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11. The "Rite of Spring" (Le Sacre du printemps) by Igor Stravinsky, premiered in
1913, caused ariot due to its:

A) Exclusively consonant harmonies

B) Traditional balletic choreography and romantic themes

C) Primitive rhythms, dissonant harmonies, and unconventional choreography
D) Melancholy and introspective mood

12. Which Baroque composer is considered a master of opera and oratorio, with
"Messiah" being his most famous oratorio?

A) Johann Sebastian Bach
B) Antonio Vivaldi

C) George Frideric Handel
D) Claudio Monteverdi

13. The "Empfindsamkeit" style, a precursor to Romanticism, emphasized sentimentality
and refined emotional nuance. Which composer's keyboard sonatas are prime examples of
this style?

A) Domenico Scarlatti

B) Ludwig van Beethoven

C) Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach
D) Joseph Haydn

14. The "Missa Papae Marcelli" (Mass for Pope Marcellus) is a landmark work of
Renaissance polyphony, attributed to which composer, often hailed for clarifying vocal
lines and textual intelligibility?

A) Josquin des Prez

B) Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina
C) Orlando di Lasso

D) William Byrd

15. Which composer, a key figure in the transition from Classical to Romantic eras, is
known for his nine symphonies, including the monumental Symphony No. 9 with its choral
finale?

A) Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

B) Joseph Haydn

C) Franz Schubert

D) Ludwig van Beethoven
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16. The "Concerto delle donne", a celebrated ensemble of female singers in late
16th-century Ferrara, was instrumental in the development of what musical form?
A) Gregorian Chant
B) Madrigal
C) Motet
D) Mass
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