Southeast Asia's Shifting Financial Landscape: 2026 Market Trends & Econon

Finance - Answer Key - 13 Questions

1. In 2026, what is the projected GDP growth rate for developing Southeast Asia,
according to the Asian Development Outlook?

A) Approximately 4.7%
B) Approximately 3.8%
C) Approximately 5.2%
D) Approximately 4.3%

2. Which Southeast Asian country's digital economy is projected to reach a valuation
of $130-150 billion by the end of 2026, solidifying its position as the region's
largest digital market?

A) Malaysia

B) Vietnam

C) Indonesia

D) Philippines

3. According to the Monetary Authority of Singapore's (MAS) April 2026 review, what
action did MAS take regarding its monetary policy stance?

A) Maintained the status quo with no changes

B) Significantly tightened the SSNEER policy band

C) Slightly tightened the SSNEER policy band, making the currency stronger
D) Loosened the SSNEER policy band to weaken the currency

4. In 2026, what is projected to be the primary driver of growth for the Malaysian
economy?

A) Export growth from the semiconductor sector

B) Foreign Direct Investment in high-tech sectors

C) Domestic demand, particularly private sector spending
D) Tourism recovery fueled by 'Visit Malaysia Year 2026

5. Which of the following factors is identified as a key driver for Indonesia's
digital economy growth by 2026?

A) Decreased smartphone penetration in tier-two and tier-three cities

B) Government initiatives supporting digital transformation

C) Limited internet infrastructure across the archipelago
D) Reduced e-commerce activity
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6. What significant trend is expected to dominate the fintech landscape in Southeast
Asia by 2026, according to industry analyses?

A) A return to traditional banking dominance

B) Embedded finance becoming the dominant model
C) A sharp decline in digital payment adoption

D) Increased reliance on physical bank branches

7. In the first quarter of 2026, the Philippines recorded US$1.7 billion in FDI net
inflows. Which sectors were these largely channeled into?

A) Agriculture, mining, and energy

B) Manufacturing, financial and insurance, and real estate
C) Technology, telecommunications, and healthcare

D) Tourism, hospitality, and retail

8. What is the projected inflation rate for Southeast Asia in 2026, according to the
Asian Development Bank, in a scenario where the conflict in the Middle East persists
into the third quarter?

A) 3.0%

B) 5.6%

C) 2.3%

D) 3.2%

9. Vietnam's total import-export turnover reached US$445.12 billion in the first five
months of 2026. What was the trade balance during this period?

A) A trade surplus of US$5.1 billion

B) A trade deficit of US$13.8 billion

C) A trade surplus of US$20.03 billion (for all of 2025)

D) A trade deficit of US$16.65 billion (for the first half of 2026)

10. Which of the following countries led regional economic growth in Southeast Asia
during the first quarter of 2026, according to McKinsey's analysis?

A) Malaysia and Thailand

B) The Philippines

C) Indonesia, Singapore, and Vietnam
D) Brunei Darussalam

11. What is the primary tool used by the Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS) to
manage monetary policy?

A) Interest rates

B) The exchange rate of the Singapore dollar (SSNEER)
C) Reserve requirements for banks

D) Government bond yields
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12. As of mid-June 2026, what was the price of Dubai Crude Qil, a key benchmark for
Southeast Asia, after experiencing a significant surge earlier in the year?

A) Around US$60 per barrel

B) A peak of US$137.82 per barrel
C) Just below US$100 per barrel
D) Around US$85 per barrel

13.In 2026, Southeast Asia is expected to benefit from supply chain redesigns. Which

country is highlighted as a manufacturing relocation hub, particularly for electronics
and consumer goods?

A) Indonesia
B) Malaysia
C) Thailand
D) Vietnam
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