
Southeast Asian Holiday Highlights: Cultural Shifts and Emerging Traditions
Holidays  ·  Answer Key  ·  19 Questions

1. Which Southeast Asian country recently saw a cautious return to public Thingyan
festivities after years of boycott following a military coup, with authorities
encouraging celebrations on foot due to fuel shortages?

A) Thailand

B) Vietnam

C) Myanmar
D) Cambodia

2. The 'Maha Songkran World Water Festival 2024' marked a significant event in
Thailand, especially as it was the first year after Songkran was inscribed on which
prestigious global heritage list?

A) UNESCO's Intangible Cultural Heritage
B) National Geographic Heritage List

C) World Heritage Sites List

D) Cultural Landmarks Registry

3. In Cambodia, Khmer New Year (Choul Chnam Thmey) is celebrated in mid-April. What is
a significant tradition on the third day, Veareak Laeung Sak, symbolizing cleansing
and respect?

A) Releasing birds

B) Washing the hands and feet of parents
C) Performing a fire-walking ceremony

D) Creating sand sculptures on beaches

4. Hari Raya Aidilfitri, a major festival in Malaysia, marks the end of which
important Islamic month?

A) Muharram

B) Dhu al-Hijjah

C) Ramadan
D) Safar

5. Vietnam's Tet Nguyen Dan, or Lunar New Year, is celebrated with various traditions.
Which of these is a common practice symbolizing a fresh start and optimism for the
future?

A) Planting a new tree

B) Wearing new clothes
C) Giving handmade gifts

D) Burning incense at midnight
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6. In Laos, Boun Pi Mai (Lao New Year) is celebrated annually from April 13th to 15th.
What is a key ritual involving elders and Buddha images during this festival?

A) Offering prayers at home

B) Pouring water gently over them for blessings
C) Tying sacred threads around their wrists

D) Building sand stupas in their honor

7. Singapore's National Day Parade 2025 theme is 'Together As One United People'. What
does this theme primarily highlight?

A) Economic growth and innovation

B) The collective strength and unity of Singaporeans
C) The nation's technological advancements

D) Singapore's multicultural heritage alone

8. Timor-Leste celebrates two significant Independence Days. The Restoration of
Independence Day, marking its achievement as the first new sovereign state of the 21st
century, is celebrated on which date?

A) November 28

B) May 20
C) August 17

D) December 7

9. The MassKara Festival in the Philippines is known for its vibrant celebration of
resilience and joy. What distinctive element is featured prominently in its parades
and street dances?

A) Traditional woven fabrics

B) Intricately designed masks
C) Floats shaped like mythical creatures

D) Elaborate floral arrangements

10. In Malaysia, 'rumah terbuka' or 'open houses' are a customary part of which major
celebration, where neighbors and the community are welcomed?

A) Chinese New Year

B) Deepavali

C) Hari Raya Aidilfitri
D) Wesak Day
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11. During Cambodia's Khmer New Year, the second day, Veareak Vanabat, focuses on what
significant aspect?

A) Active celebration and dancing

B) Good deeds and purity
C) Family reunions and feasts

D) Spiritual cleansing rituals

12. Vietnam's Tet celebrations include decorating homes with specific flora. Which
flowers are typically used in Northern Vietnam to symbolize renewal and vitality?

A) Jasmine flowers

B) Orchids

C) Peach blossoms
D) Lotus flowers

13. The Songkran Festival in Thailand is globally recognized and has been inscribed on
UNESCO's Intangible Cultural Heritage list. What is the fundamental meaning behind the
water-splashing tradition?

A) A display of wealth and status

B) Washing away bad luck and symbolizing renewal
C) A competition of water gun accuracy

D) A way to cool down during the hottest months

14. The Ati-Atihan Festival in the Philippines, one of the oldest, commemorates which
historical event or group?

A) The arrival of Spanish colonizers

B) The conversion of Filipinos to Christianity

C) The arrival of Malay settlers
D) A bountiful harvest season

15. During Laos' Boun Pi Mai, the procession of the Prabang Buddha image is a
highlight in which UNESCO World Heritage town?

A) Vientiane

B) Pakse

C) Luang Prabang
D) Vang Vieng

16. Singapore's National Day Parade 2025 venue, The Padang, holds historical
significance as the location of what event?

A) The nation's first National Day Parade in 1966
B) The signing of the independence treaty

C) The first ASEAN summit

D) A major cultural festival in 1970
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17. In Timor-Leste, the Restoration of Independence Day on May 20th commemorates the
nation becoming the first new sovereign state of which century?

A) 20th century

B) 19th century

C) 21st century
D) 18th century

18. Which Southeast Asian country's National Day Parade 2025 theme, 'Majulah
Singapura', means 'Onward Singapore' and celebrates 60 years of independence?

A) Malaysia

B) Indonesia

C) Singapore
D) Philippines

19. During Vietnam's Tet, 'li xi' is a cherished tradition where adults give what to
children and young adults?

A) Handmade crafts

B) New clothing

C) Small amounts of money in red envelopes
D) Traditional sweets
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