Ancient Greece: Olympics, Myths, and Civilizations

History - Answer Key - 19 Questions

1. Why were the ancient Olympic Games organized?
A) To honor the god Zeus

B) To settle disputes between city-states
C) As a form of military training
D) To celebrate artistic achievements

2. According to the text, what was Orsippus famous for during the ancient Olympic
Games?

A) He was the first to compete naked
B) He won the chariot race

C) He introduced new athletic events
D) He was the first to wear a loincloth

3. What was the 'Olympic Peace' (olympiska freden)?

A) A two-month period of truce declared before and during the games
B) A treaty signed between Athens and Sparta

C) A period of peaceful coexistence after the games
D) A religious festival dedicated to peace

4. Which Roman emperor banned the Olympic Games and why?

A) Emperor Nero, because he disliked athletic competitions

B) Emperor Theodosius |, because he had become Christian and the games did not worship the

Christian god

C) Emperor Augustus, due to the cost of organizing the games
D) Emperor Constantine, to promote the new capital

5. What were the ancient Olympic winners rewarded with, besides glory?
A) Gold medals and monetary prizes

B) Olive wreaths, statues, poems, and free food for life
C) Land and titles of nobility

D) Immunity from military service

6. What event is described as the 'first European civilization' in the text?

A) The Minoan civilization on Crete
B) The Mycenaean civilization

C) The rise of Athens

D) The Peloponnesian War
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7. Why is Crete's geographical location described as significant for the rise of the
Minoan culture?

A) It was a central trading hub with a large fleet
B) It was protected by high mountains

C) It had abundant natural resources for farming
D) It was close to the Roman Empire

8. What is a possible reason for the decline of the Minoan culture?

A) Invasions by the Egyptians

B) A volcanic eruption and attacks by Greeks from the mainland
C) Internal rebellions and civil war

D) A severe plague that decimated the population

9. In the myth of Persephone, what happens when she goes to the underworld with Hades?

A) Spring arrives and fruits ripen

B) Demeter weeps, crops fail, and winter comes
C) Zeus declares eternal summer

D) The gods celebrate with a feast

10. Who was the king of the gods and ruler of the sky in Greek mythology?

A) Poseidon
B) Hades
C) Zeus

D) Apollo

11. What was the primary reason the Greeks founded colonies around the Mediterranean?

A) To spread their religion

B) To escape the mountainous terrain and lack of arable land
C) To establish military outposts

D) To discover new trade routes

12. What were hoplites?

A) Elite cavalry soldiers

B) Naval commanders

C) Heavy infantry soldiers
D) Religious priests

13. According to the myth, how was Achilles made immortal?

A) His mother bathed him in the river Styx, holding him by the heel
B) He drank from the fountain of youth

C) He was blessed by all the gods

D) He consumed a magical herb
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14. What was the purpose of the large wooden horse in the Trojan War strategy?

A) To be a gift to the Trojans

B) To transport soldiers into the city undetected
C) To serve as a siege weapon

D) To signal the end of the war

15. The text mentions that Ancient Greece was not unified but divided into over a
thousand independent what?

A) Empires

B) Kingdoms

C) City-states (polis)
D) Tribes

16. What phenomenon is called erosion and how did it affect the land around the
Mediterranean?

A) The process of fertile soil being washed away due to deforestation and lack of water
absorption by tree roots, leading to barren land

B) The natural wearing down of mountains by wind

C) The accumulation of sand on the coastlines

D) The gradual sinking of landmasses into the sea

17. What did the ancient Greeks believe caused thunder and lightning?

A) The wrath of Poseidon

B) The anger of Zeus

C) The movement of celestial bodies
D) The spirits of the dead

18. What was the most famous oracle in ancient Greece?

A) The Oracle of Delphi
B) The Oracle of Dodona
C) The Oracle of Siwa

D) The Oracle of Olympia

19. What were the primary goods that Greeks cultivated and sold to other Mediterranean
cities?

A) Grain and wool
B) Olive oil and wine
C) Iron and bronze
D) Marble and pottery
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