
Unveiling Southeast Asia's Recent Cultural Shifts: Major Holidays and Observances in the Last 30 Days
Southeast Asian Holidays  ·  Answer Key  ·  18 Questions

1. The recent observance of Vesak Day across Southeast Asia commemorates three pivotal
events in the Buddha's life. Which of the following is NOT one of those commemorated
events?

A) Buddha's birth

B) Buddha's enlightenment

C) Buddha's descent from heaven
D) Buddha's passing into nirvana

2. In Cambodia, the Pchum Ben Festival, also known as Ancestors' Day, is a significant
Buddhist observance. What is the primary focus of this 15-day festival?

A) Celebrating the harvest season

B) Honoring ancestors and providing offerings to wandering spirits
C) Marking the end of Buddhist Lent

D) Commemorating the reversal of the Tonle Sap River

3. Which Southeast Asian country recently celebrated Songkran (Thai New Year) from
April 13-15, known for its widespread water fights as a ritual cleansing?

A) Vietnam

B) Malaysia

C) Thailand
D) Indonesia

4. The 'Day of Silence,' known as Nyepi, is a unique Balinese New Year observance.
During this period, what key activity is strictly prohibited across the island for 24
hours?

A) Religious ceremonies

B) Public gatherings

C) Use of the internet, TV, or radio for entertainment
D) Food consumption

5. Vietnam's Reunification Day, observed on April 30th and May 1st, commemorates a
significant historical event. What does this holiday specifically mark?

A) The end of the Vietnam War and the reunification of North and South Vietnam
B) Vietnam's declaration of independence from French colonial rule

C) The establishment of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam

D) The signing of the Geneva Accords
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6. Thaipusam is a significant Hindu festival celebrated by the Tamil community in
Malaysia and Singapore. It is dedicated to which deity?

A) Lord Vishnu

B) Lord Shiva

C) Lord Ganesha

D) Lord Murugan

7. Which Southeast Asian nation recently celebrated its Independence Day on June 12th,
a date first proclaimed in 1898?

A) Indonesia

B) Malaysia

C) Philippines
D) Singapore

8. The Da Nang International Fireworks Festival (DIFF) in Vietnam is a major event. In
which month(s) did it recently take place?

A) April-May

B) May-June
C) June-July

D) July-August

9. The 'Festival of Lights,' Loy Krathong, and the 'Sky Lantern Festival,' Yi Peng,
are major celebrations in Thailand. In which month are these typically observed?

A) October

B) November
C) December

D) January

10. In Laos, the Boun Bang Fai, or Rocket Festival, is a pre-monsoon celebration. What
is its primary purpose?

A) To honor the King's birthday

B) To encourage rainfall for a bountiful harvest
C) To celebrate the end of the harvest season

D) To commemorate the founding of Vientiane

11. Which of these Southeast Asian countries celebrates its National Day on August
9th, marking its separation from Malaysia in 1965?

A) Indonesia

B) Philippines

C) Singapore
D) Brunei
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12. The 'Water Festival' or Bon Om Touk in Cambodia, celebrated in late October or
early November, marks a significant natural event. What does this event signify?

A) The start of the dry season

B) The reversal of the Tonle Sap River, signaling the end of the rainy season
C) The peak of the monsoon season

D) The commencement of the planting season

13. The Chiang Mai Flower Festival in Thailand, known as the 'Rose of the North,'
typically takes place in February. What is a key feature of this festival?

A) Intricate flower displays and floral floats
B) Massive water fights

C) Lantern releases into the sky

D) Rocket launching ceremonies

14. What recent observance in Indonesia, particularly Bali, is known as the 'Day of
Silence' and involves a 24-hour period of inactivity and introspection?

A) Pagerwesi

B) Nyepi
C) Yadnya Kasada

D) Waisak

15. The MassKara Festival, known for its vibrant masks and street parties, is a major
cultural event in which Philippine city?

A) Manila

B) Cebu

C) Bacolod
D) Davao

16. Which of the following is NOT a typical observance during Vietnam's Tet Nguyên
Dán (Lunar New Year)?

A) Family reunions

B) Altar offerings to ancestors

C) Setting off fireworks

D) Participation in large-scale water fights

17. The 'Ghost Festival,' Phi Ta Khon, is a Buddhist festival celebrated in Thailand
that involves celebrants wearing distinctive costumes and masks. What does the
festival commemorate?

A) The birth of the Buddha

B) The story of Vessantara's exile and return
C) The end of the rice harvest

D) The anniversary of the Thai monarchy
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18. In Malaysia, Merdeka Day (Independence Day) is celebrated on August 31st. What
does this day commemorate?

A) The formation of Malaysia as a federation

B) Malaysia's independence from British rule
C) The end of World War II in Asia

D) The abolition of the monarchy
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