
South American Environmental Shifts: Indigenous Culture, Resource Conflicts, and Sustainable Futures
Environment  ·  Practice Test  ·  17 Questions

1. Which South American Indigenous group's territory has seen a significant increase
in illegal mining activity, leading to widespread deforestation and mercury
contamination, prompting legal battles over land rights and environmental protection?

A) The Mapuche of Chile

B) The Yanomami of Brazil and Venezuela

C) The Asháninka of Peru

D) The Guarani of Paraguay

2. In the Peruvian Andes, how are Indigenous communities adapting their agricultural
practices in response to the melting of glaciers and changing climate patterns?

A) By adopting large-scale monoculture farming

B) By relying exclusively on imported food supplies

C) By integrating traditional knowledge with new crop varieties and meltwater utilization

D) By abandoning agriculture altogether in favor of urban migration

3. What is the primary driver of deforestation in South America, according to a 2016
study analyzing data from 1990-2005?

A) Commercial logging operations

B) Expansion of urban settlements

C) Pasture for cattle ranching

D) Illegal mining activities

4. Which region in South America is a global leader in marine conservation, with
countries like Belize, Brazil, Chile, and Ecuador actively sharing vessel tracking
data and cooperating on initiatives like the Eastern Tropical Pacific Marine Corridor
(CMAR)?

A) The Caribbean coast of Colombia

B) The Patagonian Shelf

C) The Eastern Tropical Pacific

D) The Amazon River basin
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5. What significant legal victory did Indigenous groups in Brazil achieve in September
2023 regarding their ancestral lands, and what subsequent legislative threats have
emerged?

A) The Supreme Court affirmed Indigenous land rights by rejecting the Marco Temporal thesis,

but new bills aim to allow mining without community permission.

B) The government fully demarcated all ancestral lands, granting complete autonomy.

C) A new law was passed granting Indigenous groups ownership of all natural resources on

their land.

D) The Supreme Court ruled that Indigenous land rights are only valid if lands were occupied

before 1900.

6. What is the significance of agroforestry systems, such as the 'chakras' and 'ajas'
practiced by the Kichwa and Shuar people in the Ecuadorian Amazon?

A) They are solely for subsistence and have no impact on biodiversity.

B) They contribute to high levels of biodiversity, provide food and medicine, and maintain

cultural customs.

C) They are a recent invention driven by international aid organizations.

D) They are being phased out due to their inefficiency compared to industrial agriculture.

7. In the context of illegal mining in the Amazon, which health issue has seen an
increased incidence among Indigenous populations, partly due to the creation of
stagnant water pools by mining activities?

A) Tuberculosis

B) Malaria

C) Dengue fever

D) Chikungunya

8. What role do Indigenous communities in Peru, such as those in the Sacred Valley,
play in sustainable tourism initiatives?

A) They are primarily employed as tourist guides with no input on cultural preservation.

B) They offer opportunities to experience local culture through community-led tourism that

supports local economies and preserves heritage.

C) Their lands are exclusively used for large-scale resort development.

D) They have no involvement in the tourism sector due to environmental concerns.

9. Which South American country has significantly expanded its Marine Protected Areas
(MPAs), increasing protected waters from 0.03% to 42% of its jurisdiction, largely due
to the contribution of local communities?

A) Ecuador

B) Colombia

C) Chile

D) Peru
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10. What is the main concern raised by Indigenous organizations across the Amazon and
Latin America regarding organized crime, and what is their urged governmental
response?

A) They warn of expanding criminal networks driving violence and environmental destruction,

and urge governments to avoid heavily militarized responses in Indigenous territories.

B) They are primarily concerned about the decline of traditional crafts and urge governments

to promote cultural tourism.

C) They are focused on the impact of climate change on wildlife migration and urge for more

research funding.

D) They advocate for the widespread adoption of industrial agriculture to boost economies

and discourage criminal activity.

11. In the Peruvian Andes, what traditional knowledge is being leveraged to build
resilience against climate change and unpredictable El Niño events, particularly
concerning water management?

A) Knowledge of industrial irrigation techniques

B) Ancestral water harvesting systems and astronomical observations for water availability

C) Reliance on desalination plants for freshwater supply

D) The exclusive use of imported water purification technologies

12. What is the significance of the 'Marco Temporal' thesis in Brazil, and what was
the outcome of the Supreme Court's decision on it in September 2023?

A) The thesis argued for Indigenous land rights based on continuous occupation since 1988,

and the court rejected it as unconstitutional.

B) The thesis proposed dividing ancestral lands into zones for agriculture and conservation,

which the court approved.

C) The thesis supported the idea that Indigenous communities could claim land if they had a

historical presence before 1900, and the court upheld it.

D) The thesis mandated that all Indigenous lands must be managed by federal agencies, a

decision the court reversed.

13. What cultural and spiritual impacts are observed in high-mountain communities in
the Andes due to glacier decline?

A) A heightened sense of economic opportunity and development

B) Feelings of loss, culpability, and transformations in how communities understand

themselves and their surroundings.

C) Increased reliance on fossil fuels for energy.

D) A shift towards a purely secular worldview, abandoning traditional beliefs.
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14. Which specific Indigenous territory in Brazil has been particularly impacted by a
humanitarian crisis due to illegal gold mining, unauthorized logging, and land
grabbing, leading to severe health issues like malnutrition and mercury exposure?

A) The Xavante Indigenous Territory

B) The Kaiowá Indigenous Territory

C) The Yanomami Indigenous Land

D) The Pataxó Indigenous Territory

15. In Latin America, what is the collective term for traditional agroforestry systems
that blend agriculture with forestry, often practiced by Indigenous communities for
subsistence and commercial products, contributing to biodiversity and cultural
customs?

A) Monoculture farming

B) Intensive livestock breeding

C) Chakras and ajas

D) Industrialized fishing

16. Which environmental issue is a major focus for initiatives like the GEF LAC Cities
Project and the High Ambition Coalition to End Plastic Pollution in Latin America and
the Caribbean?

A) Ocean acidification

B) Plastic pollution and waste management

C) Glacier melt

D) Deforestation for cattle ranching

17. What is the primary role of Indigenous territories in the Amazon, according to
recent studies, in combating environmental destruction?

A) They are sites of extensive resource extraction with minimal ecological impact.

B) They have higher deforestation rates than non-Indigenous lands due to unsustainable

practices.

C) They act as climate strongholds with lower deforestation rates and significant carbon

storage due to traditional knowledge and practices.

D) They are primarily used for large-scale commercial agriculture and cattle ranching.
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