UK in Focus: Pollution Lawsuits, Economic Shifts, and Social Concerns - Late

UK News - Answer Key - 10 Questions

1. What significant environmental lawsuit has recently reached the High Court in the
UK, involving over 4,500 claimants accusing major companies of river pollution?

A) A lawsuit against Thames Water for sewage spills.

B) A claim against Avara Foods and Welsh Water for pollution in the Wye, Lugg, and Usk
rivers.

C) An action against National Grid for air quality violations.

D) A case involving National Highways for road runoff pollution.

2. As of late April 2026, what is the Bank of England's current base interest rate?

A) 3.50%
B) 3.75%
C) 4.00%
D) 4.25%

3. Which of the following is identified as a primary concern for the UK economy in
early 2026, exacerbated by global events?

A) A decline in the technology sector.

B) A surge in energy prices due to the war in the Middle East.
C) A decrease in international tourism.

D) A rise in the value of the pound sterling.

4. Recent reports highlight the UK's ongoing cost of living crisis. Which demographic
group is disproportionately affected by food insecurity?

A) Young professionals in urban areas.

B) Pensioners living in rural communities.

C) Single-parent households and Black families.
D) Students living in university accommodation.

5. The Bank of England has outlined potential inflation scenarios. In the worst-case
scenario, driven by energy prices, what is the projected peak inflation rate for the
UK in the second half of 2026?

A) Around 3.5-4%
B) Around 4.5-5%
C) Around 5.5-6%
D) Around 6.0-6.2%
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6. What is considered the largest legal action concerning environmental pollution ever
brought in the UK, with over 4,500 claimants?

A) A group claim against multiple water companies for sewage discharge.

B) A class-action lawsuit against a major food producer for agricultural runoff.

C) A collective claim against energy firms for carbon emissions.

D) The pollution claim against Avara Foods and Welsh Water for river contamination.

7. According to recent data, what are the most commonly reported important issues
facing the UK?

A) Brexit, the housing market, and the environment.

B) The cost of living, the NHS, and the economy.

C) International relations, education, and public transport.

D) Healthcare reform, crime rates, and technological advancement.

8. The UK government has pledged a significant sum to enhance security for which
community following a recent terror incident and the declaration of a national
security emergency?

A) The LGBTQ+ community.
B) The Jewish community.
C) The Muslim community.
D) The Sikh community.

9. In early May 2026, what unexpected trend was reported regarding UK net mortgage
approvals?

A) They decreased significantly.

B) They remained stagnant.

C) They increased unexpectedly.

D) They were halted due to new regulations.

10. What new offense is being introduced to tackle the rise in retail crime in the UK?

A) A specific offense for online shoplifting.

B) A bespoke offense for assaulting a retail worker.

C) A penalty for businesses failing to provide adequate security.
D) A charge for shoplifting items valued over £500.
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