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Environmental Culture  ·  Answer Key  ·  14 Questions

1. In Palau, the traditional practice of 'bul' serves as a foundation for modern
marine conservation. What does 'bul' specifically entail?

A) A ritualistic offering to appease ocean spirits.

B) A temporary moratorium on fishing or harvesting in specific areas to allow ecosystems to
recover.
C) A system of communal fishing rights allocated by elders.

D) A method of sustainable farming that utilizes ocean-based fertilizers.

2. The Marshall Islands' nuclear legacy has had profound impacts on its people and
environment. Which of the following is a direct cultural consequence highlighted by
recent UN reports?

A) An increased reliance on traditional navigation methods.

B) The forced displacement of Indigenous communities, leading to a disconnect from cultural
traditions like burial practices.
C) A resurgence of ancient warrior rituals to reclaim land.

D) A newfound appreciation for nuclear physics in educational institutions.

3. Vanuatu is actively integrating traditional ecological knowledge with modern tools
for climate resilience. Which app is being utilized in conjunction with traditional
indicators like animal and plant behavior to predict weather and climate extremes?

A) OceanWatch

B) ClimateWatch
C) EcoTracker

D) WeatherWise

4. Tuvalu's application for UNESCO World Heritage recognition focuses on safeguarding
its cultural heritage against rising seas. What tangible and intangible elements are
included in their application?

A) Modern architectural designs and advanced communication systems.

B) Centuries-old traditions, conservation practices, sacred landscapes, communal meeting
halls (maneapa), and oral traditions.
C) Industrial fishing techniques and large-scale agricultural projects.

D) Interviews with international climate scientists and policy makers.
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5. In the Solomon Islands, 'Customary Marine Tenure' (CMT) is a significant aspect of
resource management. What is a fundamental characteristic of CMT systems?

A) Government-issued fishing licenses and quotas.

B) Defined geographical areas with controlled access, self-monitoring, and enforcement by
local people and traditional leaders.
C) International fishing agreements and trade quotas.

D) Private land ownership of marine resources.

6. The 'Hinemoana Halo Ocean Initiative' in Aotearoa (New Zealand) is a collaboration
between Maori tribes and Conservation International. What is the primary goal of this
initiative, named after the Maori goddess of the ocean?

A) To promote commercial deep-sea fishing and resource extraction.

B) To protect and restore ocean habitats and biodiversity while improving climate resilience
through Indigenous self-determination.
C) To develop new tourist resorts along the coastlines.

D) To establish a global network for the study of whale migration patterns.

7. Papua New Guinea's conservation efforts are increasingly focusing on indigenous
practices. Which of the following is an example of a traditional conservation
technique mentioned in relation to forest management?

A) Large-scale commercial logging operations.

B) Rotational farming, controlled burns, and the protection of sacred groves.
C) The use of chemical pesticides to control invasive species.

D) The establishment of large, fenced-off national parks with limited local access.

8. Kiribati faces an existential threat from sea-level rise, with scientists
predicting significant relocation needs by 2050. What is the primary environmental
factor contributing to this threat in Kiribati?

A) Increased volcanic activity and seismic shifts.

B) Rapid reduction of land mass due to sea-level rise and contamination of freshwater
reserves with saltwater intrusion.
C) Deforestation for agricultural expansion.

D) The introduction of invasive marine species.

9. French Polynesia has designated 'Tainui Atea' as the world's largest Marine
Protected Area (MPA). What is a key measure implemented within this vast protected
zone?

A) Allowing unrestricted commercial fishing by foreign fleets.

B) A ban on seabed mining and prohibition of drifting Fish Aggregating Devices (FADs).
C) Encouraging large-scale tourism infrastructure development.

D) Facilitating oil and gas exploration.
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10. The 'Migration with Dignity' policy in Kiribati aims to address the impacts of
climate change. What is the core objective of this policy?

A) To encourage immediate and mass evacuation of the entire population.

B) To allow I-Kiribati citizens to apply for jobs in neighboring countries, focusing on
upskilling and dignified migration.
C) To establish artificial islands for resettlement.

D) To seek international legal status as 'climate refugees' with guaranteed asylum.

11. In Fiji, the relocation of villages like Vunidogoloa and Tukuraki due to climate
change impacts is described as more than just a physical move. What is the deeper
cultural implication highlighted?

A) A shift towards modern urban living and abandonment of traditional practices.

B) A profound disruption to ancestral ties, traditional customs, and cultural practices.
C) An increase in inter-village trade and economic cooperation.

D) The development of new forms of climate-resilient architecture.

12. The Kotahitanga mo te Taiao Alliance in New Zealand's South Island is a
collaborative model based on Indigenous guardianship. What is the Maori concept of
guardianship that guides this alliance?

A) Rahui

B) Mana

C) Kaitiakitanga
D) Whakapapa

13. What unique environmental and cultural challenges do the United States Affiliated
Pacific Islands (USAPI) face in adapting to climate change, as identified by the
Pacific Island Climate Adaptation Science Center?

A) Over-reliance on imported fossil fuels and a lack of international aid.

B) Geographic isolation, coastal hazards, strong cultural ties to ecosystems, and reliance
on imported food and energy.
C) Rapid industrialization and a decline in traditional agricultural practices.

D) Frequent political instability and border disputes with neighboring nations.

14. The Munda Locally Managed Marine Area (LMMA) in the Solomon Islands is being
assessed for IUCN Green List certification. Which of the following is a core component
recognized by IUCN experts in its management?

A) Sole reliance on international funding and scientific research.

B) Community governance, recognition of customary rights, and adaptive management.
C) Strict government control with minimal community input.

D) A focus solely on attracting large-scale commercial fishing operations.
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