
Early Milestones in Music Theory
Music Theory  ·  Practice Test  ·  10 Questions

1. Who is credited with developing the first widely adopted system of musical notation
in the 9th century?

A) Guido of Arezzo

B) Pythagoras

C) Johann Sebastian Bach

D) Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

2. Which ancient Greek philosopher is often associated with early investigations into
the mathematical relationships of musical intervals?

A) Aristotle

B) Plato

C) Pythagoras

D) Socrates

3. The development of the staff lines for musical notation is primarily attributed to
which medieval theorist?

A) Hildegard of Bingen

B) Guido of Arezzo

C) Perotin

D) Adam de la Halle

4. What instrument, invented in the early 18th century, played a crucial role in the
development of keyboard music and harmony?

A) Harpsichord

B) Organ

C) Piano

D) Clavichord

5. Who is credited with inventing the system of solfège (do, re, mi, etc.) to aid in
music learning?

A) Claudio Monteverdi

B) Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina

C) Guido of Arezzo

D) Josquin des Prez
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6. The discovery of the harmonic series, fundamental to understanding consonance and
dissonance, is often linked to the work of which scientist?

A) Isaac Newton

B) Galileo Galilei

C) Christiaan Huygens

D) Albert Einstein

7. What invention in the 19th century allowed for the precise reproduction and
distribution of musical compositions on a mass scale?

A) The phonograph

B) The printing press

C) The radio

D) The electric guitar

8. The concept of equal temperament, where the octave is divided into twelve equal
semitones, gained wider acceptance in music theory during which century?

A) 16th Century

B) 17th Century

C) 18th Century

D) 19th Century

9. Which ancient civilization developed a system of musical notation that used symbols
above text to indicate melodic contour?

A) Egyptian

B) Roman

C) Babylonian

D) Greek

10. The systematic study of musical acoustics and the physics of sound can be traced
back to early investigations by thinkers like:

A) Leonardo da Vinci

B) René Descartes

C) Archimedes

D) Nicolaus Copernicus
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