Comic Book History: Scientific Origins

Comic Book History - Practice Test - 15 Questions

1. Which process was most commonly used for printing the original color pages of early
American comic books?

A) Digital laser printing

B) CMYK four-color process printing

C) Lithographic stone etching

D) 3D resin printing

2. The term 'Golden Age of Comic Books' is generally agreed to have begun with the
publication of which landmark comic in 1938?

A) Action Comics #1

B) Detective Comics #27
C) Marvel Comics #1

D) Flash Comics #1

3. What is the scientific term for the grid structure used in comic books to separate
individual images?

A) Pixelation

B) Gutter

C) Raster
D) Vector

4. Before modern digital coloring, what was the primary light-sensitive material used
in traditional photographic film for early comic art reproduction?

A) Silver halide

B) Liquid crystal
C) Polymer resin
D) Synthetic silk

5. What type of paper, known for its high wood-pulp content and acidic nature, was
standard for mass-market comic books in the mid-20th century?

A) Glossy cardstock

B) Newsprint

C) Canvas

D) Vellum
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6. The 'Comics Code Authority' was established in 1954 to regulate content; what was
the primary method of regulation it employed?

A) Digital encryption

B) Self-censorship and seal approval

C) DNA testing

D) Chemical fireproofing

7. What physical property describes the 'Ben-Day dots' technique used in early comics
to create shading through optical illusion?

A) Pointillism

B) Sublimation

C) Bioluminescence
D) Refraction

8. What is the scientific definition of a comic book's 'binding' style, where staples
are placed along the folded spine?

A) Perfect binding
B) Saddle stitching
C) Spiral binding
D) Case binding

9. In the history of comic production, what color model is used to define the colors
on a screen before they are printed?

A) RGB

B) YMCK

C) PANTONE

D) Lab

10. Which invention allowed for the rapid mass production of comic books by increasing
the speed of the printing press?

A) Rotary printing press
B) Vacuum tube

C) Transistor

D) Steam engine

11. What is the scientific classification for the chemical process that causes old
comic book pages to turn yellow over time?

A) Oxidation

B) Electrolysis

C) Photosynthesis

D) Crystallization
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12. What is the name for the physical ink-to-paper transfer process used in
traditional offset printing for comic books?

A) Planographic printing

B) Intaglio

C) Woodblock

D) Screen printing

13. Which branch of physics deals with the 'optical mixing' effect that allows the
human eye to perceive blended colors from separated dots in comics?

A) Optics

B) Thermodynamics

C) Acoustics

D) Quantum mechanics

14. What material was historically used to create the printing plates for
mass-produced comic book pages?

A) Aluminum

B) Plastic

C) Glass

D) Organic fiber

15. In comic book history, what is the 'spine' of the book scientifically designed to
maintain?

A) Structural integrity of the gathered pages

B) The magnetic polarity

C) The electrical resistance

D) The thermal conductivity
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