Advanced Journeys Through Magic and lllusion History

Magic & lllusion History - Answer Key - 17 Questions

1. Which ancient Egyptian papyrus, dating to approximately 1550 BCE, contains some of
the earliest documented accounts of magical practices and medical remedies, some of
which were believed to be effective through incantation?

A) The Ebers Papyrus

B) The Rhind Mathematical Papyrus
C) The Book of the Dead

D) The Turin Papyrus Map

2. What was the name of the 17th-century English alchemist and magician, often
referred to as the 'English Hermes', who published influential works on occult
philosophy and Kabbalah, including 'Theatrum Chemicum Britannicum'?

A) John Dee

B) Robert Fludd

C) Elias Ashmole
D) William Lilly

3. The 'Mysterium Magnum', a seminal work on alchemy and mysticism, was authored by
which influential 16th-century Bohemian alchemist, physician, and astrologer?

A) Paracelsus

B) Nicholas Flamel
C) Albertus Magnus
D) Roger Bacon

4. Before the widespread adoption of scientific principles, what was the term commonly
used for the study of natural forces and their purported influence on human affairs,
often encompassing astrology, divination, and alchemy?

A) Natural Philosophy

B) Theurgy

C) Pneumatology

D) Occult Sciences

5. Which Renaissance magician and philosopher, known for his '900 Theses', attempted
to reconcile Aristotelian philosophy with Neoplatonism and believed in the power of
talismans and celestial influences?

A) Marsilio Ficino

B) Pico della Mirandola

C) Giordano Bruno

D) Tommaso Campanella
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6. The concept of 'sympathetic magic', where like affects like, and contagion, where
things once in contact continue to affect each other, was meticulously analyzed by
which anthropologist in his seminal work 'The Golden Bough'?

A) Edward Burnett Tylor

B) James George Frazer

C) Bronislaw Malinowski

D) Claude Lévi-Strauss

7. What was the primary function of the 'grimoires’, popular from the medieval period
onwards, in the context of magic and occultism?

A) To record astronomical observations

B) To detail medicinal recipes

C) To provide instructions for summoning spirits and performing rituals
D) To document historical events

8. Which notorious figure, active in the late 17th and early 18th centuries, was a
celebrated magician and illusionist who claimed to have made pacts with demons and
performed seemingly supernatural feats?

A) Joseph Balsamo (Cagliostro)

B) Count Saint-Germain

C) Giambattista della Porta

D) Giacomo Casanova

9. The influential philosophical and mystical tradition known as Kabbalah, which
includes esoteric interpretations of Jewish scripture and concepts of divine
emanation, gained significant traction in Europe during which historical period,
particularly in circles interested in magic?

A) The High Middle Ages

B) The Renaissance

C) The Enlightenment

D) The Victorian Era

10. In the context of early modern European demonology, what was the primary purpose
of treatises like the 'Malleus Maleficarum' (Hammer of Witches)?

A) To catalog medicinal herbs

B) To provide a legal and theological framework for the persecution of alleged witches

C) To explain astronomical phenomena

D) To offer guidance on alchemical processes
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11. Which 19th-century French illusionist is credited with popularizing the stage
illusion known as the 'Levitation' and was a pioneer in the use of theatrical lighting
and stagecraft for magic performances?

A) Jean-Eugéne Robert-Houdin

B) Harry Houdini

C) David Copperfield

D) P.T. Barnum

12. What term describes the magical practice of attempting to gain knowledge of future
events or hidden information through supernatural means, a practice explored
throughout various historical cultures?

A) Scrying

B) Alchemy

C) Astrology

D) Necromancy

13. The 'Key of Solomon' is a well-known grimoire attributed to King Solomon. In what
historical period did it likely originate or gain widespread circulation in its
various forms?

A) Ancient Egypt

B) Classical Greece

C) The late Middle Ages and Renaissance
D) The 19th century

14. Which influential figure, often called the 'father of modern psychology’, explored
the unconscious mind and its relation to dreams and symbolism, concepts that sometimes
overlapped with esoteric and magical interpretations of the psyche?

A) Carl Jung

B) Sigmund Freud

C) Alfred Adler

D) Jacques Lacan

15. The concept of 'animism’', the belief that spirits inhabit natural objects and
phenomena, was a fundamental aspect of many ancient and indigenous magical belief
systems. Which anthropologist is particularly associated with its study?

A) Franz Boas

B) Emile Durkheim

C) Edward Burnett Tylor

D) Marcell Mauss
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16. Which historical alchemist, born in the 15th century, is famously associated with
the legend of transmuting base metals into gold and possessing the Philosopher's
Stone, though his actual existence and deeds are debated?

A) Paracelsus

B) Nicolas Flamel
C) Albertus Magnus
D) Roger Bacon

17. The 'Codex Gigas', also known as the Devil's Bible, is the largest extant medieval
illuminated manuscript. What is one of its notable contents related to magic or
occultism?

A) A detailed treatise on astronomy

B) A collection of herbal remedies

C) A section on exorcism and demonology
D) A biography of King David
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