Foundations of Occultism and Esoterica

Occultism & Esoterica - Practice Test - 15 Questions

1. Which Renaissance alchemist is credited with popularizing the concept of the
'Magnhum Opus' or Great Work?

A) Paracelsus

B) Niccold Machiavelli
C) Leonardo da Vinci
D) Galileo Galilei

2. What is the primary focus of Hermeticism, a philosophical tradition heavily
influencing Western esotericism?

A) The study of celestial bodies for divination

B) The belief in the divine nature of all things and the principle of '‘As above, so below'
C) The rigorous scientific method for understanding the physical world

D) The deification of historical rulers

3. In ceremonial magic, what is the term for the prepared space or circle where
rituals are performed?

A) Sanctum
B) Apothecary
C) Temenos
D) Tabernacle

4. Which influential occultist and ceremonial magician, known for his 'Book 4', is
closely associated with the development of Thelema?

A) Aleister Crowley

B) Eliphas Lévi

C) Manly P. Hall

D) Franz Bardon

5. The Kabbalah, a body of Jewish mystical teachings, utilizes a diagrammatic
representation of the divine emanations. What is this diagram called?

A) The Pentagram

B) The Mandala

C) The Tree of Life
D) The Astrolabe
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6. What is the name of the esoteric tradition that seeks to understand the spiritual
significance of numbers and their influence on human affairs?

A) Astrology
B) Alchemy

C) Numerology
D) Tarot

7. Which ancient text, attributed to Hermes Trismegistus, is a foundational work for
Hermetic philosophy and Western esotericism?

A) The Emerald Tablet

B) The Egyptian Book of the Dead
C) The Poetic Edda

D) The Yoga Sutras of Patanjali

8. The concept of 'gi' (or 'chi') in Taoist thought, often central to some esoteric
practices, refers to what?

A) The movement of planets

B) A vital life force or energy

C) The cycles of reincarnation
D) The composition of elements

9. What are the 'four classical elements’' that are a common focus in many esoteric
traditions, particularly Western ones?

A) Air, Water, Fire, Earth

B) Light, Darkness, Sound, Silence
C) Spirit, Mind, Body, Soul

D) Metal, Wood, Water, Fire, Earth

10. The Golden Dawn, a late 19th-century magical order, played a significant role in
the revival of what type of practice?

A) Meditation
B) Ceremonial magic
C) Astrology
D) Divination

11. What is the primary purpose of a 'sigil' in chaos magic and other esoteric
traditions?

A) To represent astrological signs
B) To channel and focus intent
C) To ward off negative energy
D) To predict future events
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12. Which esoteric system uses a deck of cards, often featuring symbolic imagery, for
divination and self-exploration?

A) Runes
B) | Ching
C) Tarot
D) Scrying

13. What historical period saw a significant resurgence of interest in alchemy,
occultism, and mysticism, often referred to as a 'magical renaissance'?

A) The Victorian Era
B) The Enlightenment
C) The Renaissance
D) The Romantic Era

14. In many Western esoteric traditions, the concept of the 'astral plane' refers to
what?

A) The physical realm of earthly existence

B) A non-physical, spiritual dimension accessible through consciousness
C) The outer space beyond Earth's atmosphere

D) The realm of elemental spirits only

15. The term 'esotericism' itself implies a focus on knowledge that is:

A) Universally accessible

B) Secret, hidden, or intended for a select few

C) Based solely on empirical evidence

D) Primarily concerned with material possessions
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