Key Events and Figures in European History

European History - Practice Test - 20 Questions

1. What major event in 1066 significantly changed the course of English history,
leading to a new ruling class and language influences?

A) The signing of the Magna Carta
B) The Battle of Hastings

C) The Norman Conquest

D) The Hundred Years' War

2. The Renaissance, a period of great artistic and intellectual rebirth in Europe, is
generally considered to have begun in which country?

A) France
B) England
C) Spain
D) ltaly

3. Who was the influential Prussian statesman often credited with the unification of
Germany in the 19th century?

A) Otto von Bismarck
B) Kaiser Wilhelm I

C) Frederick the Great
D) Napoleon Bonaparte

4. The Protestant Reformation, which challenged the authority of the Catholic Church,
was famously started by which religious leader?

A) John Calvin

B) Martin Luther

C) Huldrych Zwingli
D) Henry VI

5. What was the primary purpose of the Berlin Wall, constructed in 19617

A) To defend West Berlin from Soviet invasion

B) To prevent East Germans from fleeing to the West
C) To facilitate trade between East and West Germany
D) To commemorate a historical event
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6. The Age of Exploration, which saw European powers venturing across the globe, was
significantly propelled by advancements in what technology?

A) Printing press

B) Gunpowder

C) Navigation and shipbuilding
D) Steam engine

7. Which ancient civilization significantly influenced Roman law, language, and
architecture, forming the basis of much of Western civilization?

A) Egyptian

B) Persian

C) Greek

D) Mesopotamian

8. The Magna Carta, signed in 1215, was a significant document that limited the power
of which English monarch?

A) King Richard |
B) King John

C) King Edward |
D) King Henry 11l

9. The French Revolution, a period of radical social and political upheaval, began in
which year?

A) 1776
B) 1789
C) 1812
D) 1848

10. What conflict, lasting from 1914 to 1918, involved the vast majority of the
world's great powers and was a major turning point in 20th-century history?

A) The Napoleonic Wars
B) The Thirty Years' War
C) World War |

D) The Crimean War

11. During the Middle Ages, the system of land ownership and social hierarchy in much
of Europe was known as:

A) Capitalism

B) Mercantilism

C) Feudalism

D) Socialism
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12. Which famous explorer, sailing for Spain, is credited with the first
circumnavigation of the Earth, though he died en route?

A) Christopher Columbus
B) Ferdinand Magellan
C) Vasco da Gama

D) Marco Polo

13. The Cold War was a period of geopolitical tension primarily between which two
superpowers?

A) Germany and Japan

B) Great Britain and France

C) The United States and the Soviet Union
D) Italy and Austria-Hungary

14. What was the primary impact of the Industrial Revolution on European society?

A) A decrease in urban populations

B) A shift from agrarian economies to industrial ones
C) A decline in technological innovation

D) An increase in the power of aristocracy

15. Which ancient city, known for its sophisticated democracy and philosophical
achievements, was a major center of Greek civilization?

A) Sparta

B) Corinth

C) Athens

D) Thebes

16. The Edict of Nantes, issued in 1598 by Henry IV of France, granted substantial
rights to which religious minority?

A) Jews

B) Protestants (Huguenots)
C) Orthodox Christians

D) Muslims

17. The concept of 'Divine Right of Kings' was most strongly associated with which era
of European history?

A) The Roman Empire

B) The Enlightenment

C) The Age of Absolutism
D) The Medieval Period
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18. What major intellectual movement in the 18th century emphasized reason,
individualism, and skepticism?

A) The Renaissance

B) The Reformation

C) The Enlightenment

D) Romanticism

19. The unification of Italy into a single nation-state in the 19th century was
largely driven by the efforts of figures like:

A) Otto von Bismarck and Helmuth von Moltke
B) Garibaldi and Cavour

C) Napoleon Bonaparte and Talleyrand

D) Charles X and Metternich

20. What was the name of the series of religious wars fought between Christians and
Muslims for control of the Holy Land during the Middle Ages?

A) The Hundred Years' War

B) The Viking Raids

C) The Crusades

D) The Punic Wars
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